A non—European society that provides contrast with British History: Maya civilisation c.AD 900 Y6 Summer Term
	LO/SC
	Knowledge organiser

	LO: I am learning where and when the Mayas lived 
SC- I can
Place Maya period onto a timeline in relation to other time-periods studied
Locate Maya civilisation on a map (geog focus)
Compare Maya civilisation to what was happening in Britain at this time.
Challenge: 
Discuss what could have been the causes of some of the differences between these civilisations?
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	LO: I am learning about childhood in Maya civilisations  
SC- I can:
Link sources and draw conclusions about Maya childhood/education
Communicate my understanding about the life of a child in Maya times
Compare the life of a child in Maya times a to another time period studied (Vikings/Anglo-Saxons)
Present my research in a cohesive way using historical terms 
Chal
Consider which civilisation they would prefer to live in and why?
	[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
Some sources
https://historicalmx.org/items/show/111 children of Maya

https://mayas.mrdonn.org/school.html- education

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw- games




	LO: I am learning about houses in the Maya civilisation
Gather information from variety of sources
Evaluate the different evidence available
Describe and compare homes in Maya civilisation to homes in Britain at the same time
Present my research in a cohesive way using historical terms 
Show an awareness that different evidence will lead to different conclusions
Chal
How do Maya homes compare to other historical periods studied
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Some sources
https://everythingplayadelcarmen.com/mayan-houses/- how houses were constructed

https://mayas.mrdonn.org/homes.html

https://mayansandtikal.com/mayan-society/mayan-homes/


Check knowledge organisers from previous year groups for homes in Britain at same time


	LO: I am learning about the social hierarchy during the Maya period
SC I can
Link sources and work out how conclusions about meanings were made. 
Consider ways of checking the accuracy of a certain interpretation (fact/opinion) How do we know this is what these represented? 
Challenge- How does this compare to other Ancient civilisations that you have studied?
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Some sources
https://www.hierarchystructure.com/ancient-mayan-social-hierarchy/ Maya Hierarchy 

https://mayas.mrdonn.org/socialstructure.html Maya social structure


https://www.historyforkids.net/egyptian-hierarchy.html Ancient Egyptian hierarchy
https://study.com/academy/lesson/ancient-roman-social-structure-lesson-for-kids.html
Ancient Rome hierarchy 

	LO: I am learning about the religious beliefs of the Ancient Maya
I can discuss the Maya creation story
I can identify the importance of the different gods and goddesses
I can explain the purpose of religious rituals 
Challenge: Create a Maya God explaining their role within the civilisation (or link to Science to explain a phenomenon)
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https://www.mayaarchaeologist.co.uk/school-resources/maya-world/maya-gods-and-goddesses/
plenty of information
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	LO: I can compare two ancient civilisations
I can clarify what a civilisation is
I identify similarities within Ancient Egypt and Maya civilisations  (childhood/education/homes/religion/social hierarchy)
I can identify differences between Ancient Egypt and Maya civilisations
Challenge: which civilisation would you prefer to live in and why?
	information can be found on both Knowledge organisers
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The main role of the children in ancient
Mayan society was to help their adults. This
role in their lives began as soon as they
turned 5 or 6. They would then be treated as
young adults. The older they grew, more
responsibilities they would be given.

Till the age of 5 or 6 it was basically the
mother’s duties to take care of the children
while the fathers tended to their own duties
such as farming. However, once they reached
this age, the boys would be under their
fathers care so that he may be trained in the
ways of men while the mother would be in
charge of the girl children. Usually, girls

would be trained in household duties and boys in farming.
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In the ancient Maya society. there was a special class of priest whose
job was to teach the children of the nobles. That priest, or group of
priests, taught math, science, astronomy. medicine. writing. and other
subjects

But there was no formal school for the children of commoners. Most
people in the Maya Empire were farmers. The job of a child was to
help their parents. By the time a child tumned 4 or 5. they were given
daily jobs to do, so they would learn how to be a farmer or a farmer’s
wife. If a parent had a specialized profession, such as a artist, the
boys learned that skill, even if they had no talent for it. Girls leamed
from their mothers and boys from their fathers, whatever their job.

As time went on, children were given more difficult tasks. By the
time they were 15, they were considered an adult and fully trained for
their life's work.

It was almost impossible for a commoner to move up. Once a farmer,
always a farmer. Once a brick layer, always a brick layer. If a child
exhibited incredible talent, especially in the arts, that child on

oceasion might be singled out to be taught a specialized profession. But this was rare. Social
position in each city-state was tightly structured. Positions and jobs were hereditary.
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Children were taught the importance of not committing 2 crime, especially 2 serious crime such
s murder. If someone was found guilty of 2 serious crime, their punishment might be death, but
the victin's family had the option of demanding payment instead. Payment sometimes was the
Samily compound.
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‘The Maya household was composed of several buildings, built
‘around patios and courtyards. This was true for both the rich and the
‘poor. The household was similar t0 a compound. Many different
‘generations of the same family lived in the compound, each in their
‘own rooms or building, connected by a series of courtyards and
patios.

Fouseholds could be quite  maze. There might be workshops and
sleeping quarters, and in really large compounds steam baths and
tombs and shrines. Usually thera was a separate kitchen and a
separate storage area. Most boussbolds kad a common living ares
‘where the family could mest for meals or for whatever purpose.

‘The Maya did use some furniture. They used stone platforaus as beds.
In the ruins, archeologists have found ring holes for curtains that
‘probably separated living areas from sleeping areas.

In each family, oaly sons could inkerit, 50 it was really importantto
have 2 son, or the family compound could ane day be lostto 2
stranger.





image15.png




image16.png
The Mayan civilization was one of the most famous and mysterious
Mesoamerican civilization. The Mayan civilization was known well for the only
fully developed written language along with its exquisite architecture,
mathematical, artistic and astronomical systems. The ancient Mayan social
hierarchy structure may be briefly stated as follows. The top of the ladder was
constituted by priests and kings along with royal families who lived in the
palaces. Then were the wealthy nobles placed on the second level. Commoners
and officers were at the next level in the hierarchy. The bottom of ladder
incorporated the servants and workers. In the end were slave who lived a
miserable life. The ancient Mayan hierarchy structure is described below in

brief with a little description.
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+ Upper Class - The people who were considered superior to other people
wwere categorized in the upper class and it included king, priests and nobles
that are described as below:

o Kings — The highest power and authority holder in the ancient Mayan
social hierarchy structure was the king. These people were considered son
of the god and everyone was required to obey the king without any doubt
in the mind. The order of the king’s was divine order and no one was
allowed to deceive that order.

Priests — The next rank in the ladder of ancient Mayan social hierarchy

structure is of priests. Religion played a significant and erucial role in the

society of Mayans. Majorly all walks of ife were regulated by the religion.

That is why it was accepted that the priests were considered to be the

most important out of all the people. Only they possessed the right to

intervene in the decisions of the king.

Nobles — The nobles acquired this position on hereditary basis and

assisted the Kings with major decision-making process. The noble class

was small in number but very powerful.

°

°

« Middle Class - The middle class as the name implies lies lower to upper
class and is described as below:
o Officers and Commoners — This group made the middle class within
the ancient Mayan society. This class was made of professionals, officals,
bureaucrats, merchants and artisans.
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« Lower Class ~ The lowest class of the ancient Mayan social hierarchy

structure incorporates workers, slaves and servants. These are described
below —

°

Workers and Servants — This was the lowest category in the ancient
Mayan social hierarchy structure since slaves were not even considered a
‘part of the social system. These people worked for the upper class for
‘performing their day-to-day work which was considered unimportant by
the society.

Slaves — The people who possessed zero rights, power and authority and
wwere forced to lead a miserable life were slaves. These were bought
servants who were treated like animals. They were to work only under the
orders of their owners. These poor people were not even allowed to
defend themselves in case they got beaten up by their owner.
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|An independent city with a king.

ICity-state |A city-state is not in a state or a country.
IThe Mayans civilization did not have one central government. It was made of independent city-states
(Calendar [A system of organizing time
[Siave [A person who s property of another person
[Scribe [A professional writer or record keeper_In the Mayan Giviization, only scribes could write
[Who has power in society, social hierarchy
King
Priest
(General - Miltary
(Ciass System
v Iscribe
Merchant
Labourer
ISiave
Merchant [A person who makes money by seling goods
Priest [A person who performs religious ceremonies/rituals
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10 Mayan Gods:

Itzamna is a creator god who was one of the creators of human beings

Kinich Ahau is the sun god

Ix Chel is the goddess of medicine and midwifery

Chaac is the god of rain and storms

Ah Bolon Tzacab is the god of farming who is also associated with royal power
Buluc Chabtan is the god of war, violence and sudden death

Hun Hunahpu is the god of maize

Awilix was the goddess of night and the moon

Bahlam is the jaguar god of the underworld

Colel Cab is the goddess of bees
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Mayan Gods

The Maya believed in hundreds of different nature gods who ruled people’s lives and
decisions, such as the gods of maize, the Sun and fire. The lives of the Maya revolved
around religion; they had many special ceremonies and rituals to honour the gods and ask
for blessings. Cities had special temples were people went to worship and offer the gods
gifts.

As well as gifts, the Maya believed that they had to offer blood sacrifices to the gods. They
believed that if they didn’t, the Sun wouldn't rise and the world would end. Blood sacrifices
could be given in many ways. Rulers, for example, would pull spiky ropes through their
tongues to draw blood, or fingernails would be pulled from slaves or captives.
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‘The Mayas belleved In many gods, each representing
adifferent aspect of life. Communities made regular
offerings to them, In the form of animal (and
sometimes human) sacrifices.

‘They believed the Earth had the form of a glant turtle
that floated on an endless ocean and that the sky was
held up by four mighty gods called Bacabs.

The sky was made up of 13 levels. Those who were
sacrificed or who died In battle went to one of the top levels. Those who died of
natural causes went to Xibalba, the shadowy underworld, which had nine levels.
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Maya Creation Story 7 -

Before theworld had atrue form,thee were two Gods. These Gods were Tepe,
the Maker and Gucumas, the Feathered St While the world around them
was dark,the two Gods gtered with biliant blue and green feathers. They
came together o ceate the world.
Whatever they thought came into being. When they thought “Eart, land
Jormed i the darknes. Thy thought of mountain and valeys, ine trees and
Sty Al of thes things appeared the instant they thought them, and thus the
Earth was formed.
Tepeu and Gucumats dacided that they needed beings ther t look after teir
vastcreaton,and t praie thei namesasthe crators. 5o theycreted der and
birds and panthers and srpents,allth cretures that roam the Earth today.
“Now prais ust Say our namest” commanded the creators.
Bt the animals could only roar or ow, blea, b, twitter o moan. They red
s hard as they could o speak, but they could not. They
chirped and mewed at the op o thir Lungs uncl the
noise was 5o deafning, that Tepes and Gucumatz
ordered them 1o stop. Disappointed, the makers
agresd that they would have o create better beings,
nes who would b abl to worship them properly.

The frst race of men were made from wet clay. The
creators gave them e, and the first men tried 1o
speak; but instead they crumbled. apart soon afer
they were mads. The Maker and the Festhered Srt
were determined t create  hardier race of men.

T second raceof men were carved from wood. Thse
were mch stronger, and were able 1 wlk and talk
and mliply. But thes men had 1o minds and ther
harts were empty. They had na memoriss of ther
Creaion and when they spoke their words
were just as empty and meaningless
They coud no prise ther Gods.
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Tepeu and Gucumats sent a great flood down to destray them. They commandad
the animals 1o attack the survivors and tear them to pices. Th few who
managed o escape fled to the woods and became monkeys The cretors (et
them thre as an example 1o the next race of men.

The Mater and the Feathered Spirit thought for a long time about how they
Should mabe the rac of men they wanted.There seeme tobe o perfct material
0 buld them. Finlly some animals brought the Gods a stack o white orn
which gre on th far siceof the Earth. Tepe and Gucumatz ground this into
@ past and from this formed four individual men.

The new beings seemed perfect. They were sturdy encugh to ast and their
minds were ich ith thoughts an felings. Thei firs ac afer ther creation
was the immediately worship Tepeu and Gucumatz, and thank them for their
ves. Tepeu and Gucumatz were plased. “What do you see?” they asked the

“We can see forever, through rocks and trees and mountans to
the edgs of the Earth. W can se your ntirecreation, with
all of it animals and plants. We can sce and undersiand
everyhing!”

Tepeu and Gucumats looked at sach other, “perhaps we.
made these being 100 welL.thy should ot see s well
s WE dot®

The makers removed some of the men'svision, Afer
thatthey coud nlyse things clseto them, and they
were 1o longer able to see through o above things.
that they should not. Thus teir understanding of
the world was weakened. Sut the men stil sang
ther creators praiss and setted down t lve on
the new land. Tepeu and Gucumatz made four
women t b ther mates.

These ight men and women wer the ancestors
ofll Quiche men and women today.Even today
their sight and undertanding of th world s
not perfet.
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civifzaton | 3 human society with its own social orzanization and culture
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The priests were responsible for performing rituals to keep the people in the favor of the gods. They
were very powerful. In the Book of the Jaguar Priest, the duties of the priests are described in detall
Some of the duties included

To impersonate the gods
To predict the future

To work miracles

To build tables of eclipses

To avert famine, drought, plagues. and earthquakes
To insure adequate rainfall
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Afterlife

The Maya believed in a scary afterlife where most people had to travel through a dark underworid
‘where mean gods would torment them. The only people who started out the afterlife in heaven were
women who died in childbirth and people who had been sacrificed to the gods.

Maya Calendar
Abig part of the Maya religion included the stars and the Maya calendar. Some days were

considered lucky days. while other days were considered uniucky. They set their religious
ceremonies and festivals according to the position of the stars and the days of their calendar

Pyramids
‘The Maya builtlarge pyramids as monuments to their gods. At the top of the pyramid was a flat area
where a temple was built. The priests would get to the top of the pyramids using staircases built into
the sides. They would perform rituals and sacrifices at the temple on the top
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The main way archeologists know about the Maya religion is through Mayan texts which describe the
religious ceremonies and beliefs of the Maya. These books are called codices. The primary surviving

books are the Madrid Godex, the Paris Codex, and Dresden Codex as well as a writing called the
Popol Vuh.
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What do these terms mean?

. e . - society organised by a system of government
C|V|I|5at|0n and social strata with shared culture such as
writing, language

Signiﬂcance - events / person which have influenced great
change

AChievementS - an accomplishment which has helped a

civilisation become successful
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Mayan is also (incorrectly) used as an adjective to describe aspects of
Maya life eg Mayan temples, Mayan food, Mayan clothing, Mayan
writing. This is wrong it is Maya temples, Maya food, Maya writing
The ONLY time the word Mayan should be used to describe anything
is for language eg Mayan language.
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Where do the Maya fit with what you've already
studied in KS27?

BC AD

3000 | 2500 | 2000 | 1500 | 1000 | 500 0 500 | 1000 | 1500 | 2000

Key:

Stone Age to Iron Age [l
The Romans

The Maya | |

Where would you place the Ancient Egyptians and Ancient Greeks on
this time-line?
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MAYA CIVILIZATION





