	Year 3 Autumn 1
	Subject Focus: Stories with Messages 
Skills outcomes:

I can ask questions about a concept.

I can put a concept into context.

I can evaluate a concept for myself and for believers.

I can communicate my understanding of the concept with others.

I can apply the concept to myself.
	RE KS2

	Skills and knowledge Intended

learning outcomes

1. Enquire.

To describe what people mean by stories with  messages 
S.C – I can read a story with a message, 

I can explain what a message is. 

I can understand the meaning of messages in stories. 

2. Contextualize. To describe a message within a story which is significant to Christians and other believers
S.C – I can read a Christian story with a message. 

I can discuss the message of the story. 
I can represent a message of a Christian story as a picture. 

Challenge – I can discuss different interpretations of what the message may look like. 
3. Evaluate.     To  describe the value of stories with messages to believers and to themselves. 
S.C – I can discuss what Jesus meant by the story. 

I can evaluate the importance of this message to Christians. 

I can evaluate the importance of this message to myself. 

Challenge – I can compare this to a Buddhist story. 

4. Communicate. To describe a personal response to stories with messages by reflecting on a message of their own
S.C – I can explain the messages I would like to share. 

I can create my own message, 

I can create a story with a message. 
5. Apply.          
To describe how stories with messages can have an effect on their own and others’ lives.
S.C – I can discuss the value of messages. 

I can discuss when a story is the most appropriate way to share a message.

I can act out a message within a story.  

Challenge – I can explain the similarities and differences between messages. 

Informed by the end of Year 4 age-related expectations
__________________

Assessment  opportunity:
Evaluate: Children can describe the value of stories with messages to believers and to themselves.

	Concept: Messages
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.
________________________________
Cross-curricular links:

Art  

Using art and craft opportunities to develop the concept through painting a picture of the story message.

Drama

Opportunities for drama, story telling and hot seating to explore the messages of the stories studied.

Literacy

Describing the value of the stories with messages to Christians or Muslims. Describing the value of the messages to themselves.
Philosophy for children (P4C)
Child led enquiry into the Big Ideas in one of the books chosen as a stimulus.

	
	Sequence of suggested activities over several lessons:

Step 1 What does the concept mean? (Enquire) 
P4C opportunity Read a ‘story with a message’, pref a picture book, as stimulus. eg Aesop’s Fables, Little Red Hen, Little Beaver and the Echo, Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear? The Selfish Giant, Goldilocks. What were the ‘big ideas’ in the story? Was there a message? Children pose questions for the enquiry. Alternatively, make this a class discussion. Try to show what we mean by ‘stories with messages’ by reading one without a message (eg ‘Janet and John’ type book). Activity: Children act out the story, making the meaning clear. 
Step 2a  What place do stories with messages have in the religion(s) we are studying? (Contextualise) 

Make sure pupils understand that all faiths have special stories. Say this is a story special to Christians. Read the story of the Good Samaritan and discuss what the meaning might be.  Read the story of the Farmer who scatters the seed – can they work out the meaning?   Read or watch The Prodigal Son. What is the message of the story? Read other Christian stories such as those in the parables book below. Children choose one of the stories and paint a picture showing the message from the story which they display in a class gallery of paintings after the lesson. 
Step 3a How important are stories with messages to believers and to me? (Evaluate)

Discuss: what did Jesus mean by this story? Thinking as Christians, children help you to rank a set of message cards you have prepared. Then give pupils the opportunity to rank the cards according to their own opinion - also supply a couple of blanks for the children’s own ideas. Discuss responses. There are no correct answers.

May want to Repeat Steps 2 & 3 with a story from another religion - Use a story from another faith, eg Kisa and the Mustard Seed (Buddhist tale). In groups, children rank the ‘meaning’ statements a) according to what a e.g. Buddhist would say and b) their own opinion. 
Step 4 What does the concept mean to me? (Communicate)
Imagine you were world leader for a day. What message would you like to give the world? Is there one group of people you would like to give a message to? Talk in pairs. What about a message for your class? School? Country? Guided imagery/circle time work well here. Write your message; give a choice of medium: scroll, a letter (which is really posted) banner, video, decorated stone  – in a bottle? Alternatively, as a class, with teacher scribing, write a story which conveys a particular message: eg ‘Don’t be Greedy’. Children have a go at writing their own; less able could write out the main events of the class story.
Step 5 On what occasions and in what situations is the concept significant? (Apply)

Are stories a good way of getting messages across? Why did Wilde not just say ‘Don’t be Selfish’? Why didn’t the Buddha just tell his followers that everyone has to suffer? Why didn’t Jesus just leave a list of rules? Is it more effective to use a story? Do you have to be a Buddhist to understand a Buddhist story or a Christian to think that a parable has an important message?
Explore the fact that the Buddhist and other faith stories both use everyday situations and characters to put across a message, which helps us to understand it. Are the messages similar? Or different? Could the messages stay the same even if the stories were updated? Are such stories always understood? Times when a story is not the best way to put a message across? – eg for road safety, is a poster more effective than reading The Hodgeheg? Use the PowerPoint which suggests pros and cons of stories with messages – pupils vote to say whether they agree or disagree and whether each is good or bad.
Choose a story you have enjoyed and act it out in groups – can you make sure the message is clear? Or write a few sentences about it explaining the message. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RESOURCES: The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15 11-32 or a story version such as in Parables: Stories Jesus Told by Mary Hoffman). Islamic tale such as The Student and the Poor Man and A Brother Like That (provided) or Islamic Stories for Children by Anita Ganeri. Other stories with messages e.g. Aesop’s Fables; The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde, Terry Jones’ Fairy Stories. Bottles or stones if required, ribbons for scroll (for writing messages). Video cameras. Animated stories of the New testament DVD (optional).

Stories for Thinking p.99 (Anansi the Spider) has excellent discussion points about the meaning of stories. PowerPoint: What is the Value of Stories with Messages?  Statement cards for The Student and the Poor Man and The Prodigal Son. Available from the RE centre.

Vocabulary:  Parable; story; fable; Jesus; disciple

Key Questions:

What does holy mean?

How is Mary Holy?

Why is the concept of holy important for Christians?

Suggested Experience: N/A

SEND/EAL:  Scaffolds for story-writing

Easier versions of the stories.

Partnering with more able

Re-tell known story

AG&T:  Ask deeper questions.

Explain why they think that.

Create a story with a meaning.



	


	Year 3 Autumn 2
	Subject Focus:  Holy – Mary Mother of God
Skills outcomes:

I can ask questions about a concept.

I can put a concept into context.

I can evaluate a concept for myself and for believers.

I can communicate my understanding of the concept with others.

I can apply the concept to myself.
	RE KS2

	Skills and knowledge Intended

learning outcomes

1. Enquire.

Children can describe what is meant by holy. 

2. Contextualize. Children can describe what holy means to believers within the stories of Mary at Christmas.
3. Evaluate.     Children can evaluate the concept of holy by describing the value of Mary’s holiness to believers.
4. Communicate. Children can describe their own response to the concept of holy.
5. Apply.          Children can describe howtheir understanding of holiness affects their lives.
Informed by the end of Year 4 age-related expectations
__________________

Assessment  opportunity:

1.Produce pictures and write definitions and descriptions.
2.Annotate pictures for display.

3.Sort and discuss ideas.

4.Draw and write about their own responses to Holy.

5.Share ideas in pairs and as a class.
	Concept: Holy 
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.

________________________________

Cross-curricular links:

Art  

Using art and craft opportunities to develop the concept through painting a picture of the story message.

Drama

Opportunities for drama, story telling and hot seating to explore the messages of the stories studied.

Literacy

Describing the value of the stories with messages to Christians or Muslims. Describing the value of the messages to themselves.
Philosophy for children (P4C)

Child led enquiry into the Big Ideas in one of the books chosen as a stimulus.

	
	Sequence of activities over several lessons:

Step 1 What does holy mean? (Enquire) 
Get them to write down the LO.  Ask them what they think holy means.  Get them to note down/mindmap their ideas.  Ask them if they have anything that is special to them (talk about something/place that is special to you).  They can draw something special to them underneath the mindmap.  Explain that holy is special, set aside, something which is important to you.  Get them to write down a definition of holy: dedicated to God or a religious purpose.

Divide the class into groups.  Give each group a picture of Mary with Jesus and a piece of sugar paper.  Get them to stick the picture onto the paper and discuss initial ideas about it: who is it? What are they doing?  Where are they?

Give them the question cards and get them to stick them onto the sheet allowing room for them to note/annotate with their ideas.  As a group, discuss each question and note down their thoughts.  Each group can present their “posters”, and the class can discuss their findings and share their ideas.

(Photos of the sheets need to be taken and then stuck into their books.)

Step 2 a How do Christians show that they believe Mary is Holy? (Contextualise) 

Tell them they are going to learn about the annunciation.  What do they think it means? (Get them to think about other words it sounds like). Explain it means announcement. Tell them the story of the Annunciation.  Who is the angel?  Where is it from?  Why is it there in the story?  Could the message have been sent in any other way? (How might it have happened today?).  Would a phone call/text message have made the message feel special?  What is the most important part of the message?  Why?  How did Mary feel?  They could hot seat each other as Gabriel or Mary:  what questions would they ask?  How could they find out answers from the participants?

Give them a picture of the Annunciation, get them to stick it in their book and discuss it with their previous ideas.  How does the artist show that Mary is holy or special?  They can then annotate it with their ideas.

Can they create their own picture of the annunciation?
Step 2b Recap the discussion about Mary last week. What have they learned about Mary? Get them to act out the angel’s visit to Mary – what words would the angel use? How would Mary react? Discuss how each of the characters felt?

Tell them they are going to be reporters for the Nazareth News. You have heard about Mary’s visit and have been sent to interview. What questions could you ask her about the angel, its visit and the news it brought her? They could hot seat each other as Mary and the reporters. 

Task: Write up the report as a newspaper article. LA: write the questions and the answers like a tv report.; MA: Write it as a report. GD: Write it as a comment piece – what do they think about Mary’s experience? Do they believe her? Why would she lie?
Step 3  I can explain how Christians show they believe Mary is holy? (Evaluate)

Listen to/look at carols about Mary: The Angel Gabriel; Once in Royal; etc.  Use Youtube. The children can note down phrases they like from the carols and decorate their ideas or illustrate a carol.

Show some pictures of stained glass windows/statues from a lady chapel/icons of Mary (I have some I can lend).  What are these used for?  (To help tell the story, to show Mary is special, to help in worship).  

Look at the words of the Hail Mary – they can stick a copy of them into their books and decorate them.

What words would they use about Mary – from their look at carols, images and the Hail Mary.

Once they have shared ideas, they can create their own picture of Mary and the child – they could do stained glass window pictures or models from plasticene.

LA: draw and label the picture. MA: draw label and describe what makes her look holy. GD: Draw, label, explain why she is shown like that and why they chose that way to show her.

Step 3a  I can use the idea of holy to evaluate my view of how Mary is holy.
Recap the ways in which Christians show Mary is holy (art, music, carols, sculpture, prayers). Explain they are going to write their own carol/poem about Mary using the words they think are useful/appropriate. Recap the words together – word bank for LA. Model how to put them into a poem. LA: Use the word bank to make a short poem using the model. MA: Work in pairs to create a poem using their own words. GD: Use their words to create a poem independently. Can they put their own ideas into it?
Step 4 What does the concept of holy mean to me? (Communicate)
Allow time for quiet reflection, perhaps play quiet music. Ask pupils to sit quietly and consider things or people they would/might describe as holy. What other word might they use if holy is not right for them? Do they have objects that remind them of holy/special people? Perhaps draw a picture, write a few words or a description of their ideas. What would they include in the picture to show other people that you think this is holy (or otherwise)? Invite pupils to share responses.

Can pupils explain why they consider something to be holy for themselves or others? What qualities does it have, or memories are evoked?

Step 5 On what occasions and in what situations is the concept significant? (Apply)
Look at some other things that are holy in other religions: holy books, places, places of pilgrimage.  How do people talk about special things?  What might people do to show their things are holy?  (Keep them I a special place; only use them on certain occasions – when I was a child we had two toys that only came out on Sundays – making special journeys to visit people or places, having special food at certain times).  Explain that people show things are special in many ways: some limit the use/image – not using particular words, keeping certain foods for certain times; others want it to be done daily – prayer, reading a holy book.  Get them to think about Christmas – how does Christmas help show us Mary is special?  The songs, the stories, the pictures.  Can they make up a song about their special thing?  Or write about Christmas in their home – a poem or song.  They can illustrate their poem or song.  They can then perform/recite their work. LA: List and draw things and events that are special to them. MA: Describe what they do. GD: Describe what they do and why (explain their special occasions).
RESOURCES: Images of Mary in different formats; story of the Annunciation; Carols and songs about Mary; own special things; Hail Mary prayer (or youtube video of the children signing the Hail Mary).
Vocabulary:  Devotion; sacred; worship; belief; specialness; God; angels
Key Questions:

What does holy mean?

How is Mary Holy?

Why is the concept of holy important for Christians?

Suggested Experience: YOutube video of Hail Mary
Christian visitor describing their view of holy/Mary.
SEND/EAL:  Scaffolds for newspaper article
Pictures to annotate.

Partnering with more able

Re-tell known story

AG&T:  Ask deeper questions.

Explain why they think that.

Create a story with a meaning.


	


	Year 3 Spring 1
	Subject Focus: the Hindu Festival of Holi.  
Skills outcomes:

I can ask questions about a concept.

I can put a concept into context.

I can evaluate a concept for myself and for believers.

I can communicate my understanding of the concept with others.

I can apply the concept to myself.
	RE KS2

	Skills and knowledge Intended

learning outcomes

1. Enquire.

Children can describe what people mean good and evil. 

2. Contextualize. Children can describe the concept of good and evil in Hinuduism.
3. Evaluate.     Children can describe the value of the concept of good and evil to Hindus and themselves.
4. Communicate. Children can describe a personal response to the concept of good and evil from their learning.
5. Apply.          Children can describe how the concept of good and evil can have an effect on their own and others’ lives.
Informed by the end of Year 4 age-related expectations
__________________

Assessment  opportunity:
The children can:
complete a worksheet on why Hindus celebrate Holi.

Write their own version of the story of Prahlad.

Describe situations when they have had to choose between good and evil.
	Concept: Messages
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.
________________________________
Cross-curricular links:

Art  

Using art and craft opportunities to develop the concept through painting a picture of the story message.

Drama

Opportunities for drama, story telling and hot seating to explore the messages of the stories studied.

Literacy

Describing the value of the stories with messages to Christians or Muslims. Describing the value of the messages to themselves.
Philosophy for children (P4C)
Child led enquiry into the Big Ideas in one of the books chosen as a stimulus.

	
	Sequence of activities over several lessons:

Step 1 Enquire into the concept of good and evil. 
Discuss with the class good and evil. Ask children what words they assoc-

iate with these and display ideas. Chn work in pairs or individually.  As ideas

develop ask chn why they have used particular words.  Display ideas and 

Retain for follow up.  Show them a good and an evil cartoon character – Megamind and Mr Incredible?  Snow White and the evil Queen? Create good/evil picture in their books? LA: draw and label; MA: draw and say why they are evil/good; GD: draw and describe the characters. Can they create their own good and evil characters from a story? (Harry Potter/etc. and Voldomort?).
Step 2 Put the concept into the context of Hinduism and Holi. (Contextualise) 

Review the work on good and evil they did last week.  How would they expect a “good” person to look?  They can do freeze frame faces to look good and then evil.

Use the simple mask template to depict good and evil characters. 

Read the story of prince Prahlad (There is a powerpoint version).  

Pupils identify ‘good’ and ‘evil’ characters in story. Ask the chn what they 

think the story is trying to tell us.

Q:In what ways did Prahlada show courage? (refused to do what was wrong)

Q: How did Prahlada show his faith in God. (When in danger prayed)

Q: Why is it that sometimes evil people seem to get away with cruelty? 

Explain to chn Hindu view that if person does good things, good will come to 

them, and vice versa.  That they believe reward/punishment may come in 

another life.  Can they act out how Prahlada is feeling?  Can they act out how the evil king is feeling?

Activity:  Chn retell story: LA: in picture form; MA: as a story; GD: as a news report. 
Step 3a Evaluate the concept of good and evil and the festival of Holi.
Recap the story of Prahlada.  Pose the question – Prahlad  was protected but Holika was killed –could that be good? 

Was Holika evil or just doing what her brother wanted?  Her brother was evil and had power –was that why HOlika did what she did?  Should Prahlada have protected her too?  How might Hindus show this story is important to them? 

Elicit ideas.  Show them the video of how Hindus celebrate Holi – they can take notes or brainstorm after the video the things they think are important from the video and then share their thoughts with the class.  Discuss how Hindus celebrate Holi – are there any similarities with other faiths?  Show them the cards about Holi – read them through and give them a chance to sort them into their ideas of priority.  Give them another set – how would Hindus sort the cards?  Are your views the same as Hindus?  Why?
In groups pupils sort cards in order of priority:

*according to Hindu response

* according to their own ideas.

Get them to stick them in their book.  LA: stick the two groups in and highlight similarities; MA: stick them in and notethe different preferences; GD: stick them in and explain why there may be differences of opinion.

Discuss with the class why we have different celebrations and festivals. 

Can they name any? Show chn pictures of the festival of Holi. Why do you 

think the bonfire is important in this festival? Explain that it is a spring festival

for Hindus?

Step 4 Communicate their own understanding of the concept of good and evil.
‘Every action has its consequences’

share the statement with the chn and ask them if this is true? Share ideas and 

ask chn if they can give egs.  Read the story ‘Sarah and Paul get blamed’ and 

discuss this with the chn. What will happen next? This can explored through

drama or ‘freeze –frame’/hotseating. What would they do? 

Step 5 Apply the concept in their own lives.
Re-cap on the story of Prahlada and Sarah and Paul.  Ask the chn if they think 

different actions lead to different outcomes or consequences.  How can good come out of evil? Eg fight in playground  -conflict/resolution-how is it made good?

Q: Have you ever chosen to do something knowing that it will lead to something bad happening/upsetting someone/hurting someone?

Q: Have you ever been tempted to do something wrong and found it hard to make the right decision?

Q: Why do people choose to do the wrong thing even though they know it is not right?

Activity: Chn draw picture or write story showing how someone has to make a decision and what happens.  Did they make the right decision? Chn annotate pictures.

       (can use Sarah and Paul story if wish)

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RESOURCES: Picture of Vishnu, story of prince Prahlada, storyboard

Story of Paul and Sarah 

Pictures of Holi festival

Sorting cards

Thinking frame ‘Why am I celebrating Holi
Vocabulary: Holi; festival; Hindu myth; symbol
Key Questions:

What do good and evil mean?

What makes an action good or evil?

Why is the concept important for Hindus?
How do Hindus show this is important?
Suggested Experience: Possibly asking a Hindu to come in and talk to them.
Trip to the local Hindu temple.
SEND/EAL:  Scaffolds for story-writing

Easier versions of the stories.

Partnering with more able

Animated versions of the story
AG&T:  Ask deeper questions.

Explain why they think that.

Create a story with a meaning.


	


	Year 3 Spring 2
	Subject Focus: The cross as a Christian Symbol - Symbol 
Skills outcomes:

I can ask questions about a concept.

I can put a concept into context.

I can evaluate a concept for myself and for believers.

I can communicate my understanding of the concept with others.

I can apply the concept to myself.
	RE KS2

	Skills and knowledge Intended

learning outcomes

1. Enquire.

Children can describe what a symbol is. 

2. Contextualize. Children can describe how crosses have different meanings.
3. Evaluate.     Children can evaluate by describing the importance and relevance of a symbol to Christians.
4. Communicate. Children can describe a personal response to the concept of a symbol. 
5. Apply.          Children can describe how the concept can be applied in their own and others’ lives.

6.Evaluate

Children can say how much the concept means to themselves and Christians.
Informed by the end of Year 4 age-related expectations
__________________

Assessment  opportunity:
Can children ask some thoughtful questions about how Christians feel about crosses.
Can they recognize that different crosses stand for different parts of the story?

In lesson 4, what was their response about palm crosses – are they sensitive to feelings of others?
	Concept: Messages
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.
________________________________
Cross-curricular links:

Art  

Using art and craft opportunities to develop the concept through painting a picture of the story message.

Drama

Opportunities for drama, story telling and hot seating to explore the messages of the stories studied.

Literacy

Describing the value of the stories with messages to Christians or Muslims. Describing the value of the messages to themselves.
Philosophy for children (P4C)
Child led enquiry into the Big Ideas in one of the books chosen as a stimulus.

	
	Sequence of activities over several lessons:
Step 1 (Enquire)What is a symbol? 
What is a symbol?Letters, numbers, + etc. Take ideas. What about a heart (Valentine’s card?) Perhaps look at logo for your school (if suitable). Why was that symbol chosen? If possible, relate to the values of your school. Eg A tree could mean that there are lots of trees nearby but also stand for the idea that the children are growing (older/wiser, etc.). Use the PowerPoint “Symbols Y3”(stopping at slide 9) to generate discussion and ideas, trying to draw out the fact that some symbols are utilitarian and promote a quick understanding, by-passing language. Others stand for ideas and values and it would offend a believer if they were not treated with respect.  
Step 2 (Contextualise) I can put the concept of symbol inot the context of Christianity.
Tell the Easter story (see resource list). Look at selection of Christian crosses/crucifixes/rosaries.  (Crosses topic box from RE Centre includes empty cross, suffering crucifix, Christ in glory, palm cross, Salvador cross - see resource list).  Which parts of the story would the different crosses remind Christians of? Children choose a cross or two to draw: write a description underneath saying which part of the Easter story it would remind Christians of. Draw children back together and get them to share their ideas together. Finish session agreeing that a symbol stands for a big idea.
Step 3 (Evaluate) I can describe the importance and relevance of the concept to Christians.
Show crosses looked at earlier. How important is the cross for Christians? What does it mean for them? Would it upset Christians if they saw a cross being treated disrespectfully? Would another symbol do? (What?) See also the PPt The Cross Discussion (Evaluate) to support discussion.)  Do different crosses remind them of different things? Would all Christians agree? Might different Christians choose different crosses as being important to them? Think of a question they would like to ask about how Christians feel about the cross. Write down 2. Come back together as a class and choose a few “best” questions to discuss. Take these on Church visit to ask local Vicar about, or invite a practising Christian to visit. In church, look for different crosses and draw/photograph.
Step 4(Communicate) I can describe my response to the concept of a symbol.
Ask children to close their eyes and imagine they are going on a journey to a New World. Imagine landscape etc etc. What would be the important rules and values they would have there? Remember two important values and record (eg family, kindness). Think of a way to show these ideas in a symbol – it should be a simple drawing, not a “picture”. (Look back at PowerPoint to reinforce this). Tell a partner first and discuss then make a special drawing of your symbol. Look at finished work. Can we work out what other people’s symbols stand for? How should we treat each others’ symbols?

 Step 5 (Apply) I can describe how the concept can be applied in mine and other’s lives. 

Recap on what we know about symbols so far. Look at PPt (Symbols Y3) again, this time all the way through. (The last slide shows a Swastika but don’t look at this just yet). Imagine a life without symbols – what problems would this cause? Is a road sign the same type of symbol as a cross? Why/not? Can symbols stand for bad things? (eg swastika – explain). Should a Christian be allowed to wear a crucifix to school? Discuss or role-play – teacher pretends to be Head who says they are not allowed. Children imagine they are on the School Council; how would they respond?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· RESOURCES: Crosses topic box from RE Centre [01962 863134] or selection of crosses:  empty cross, suffering crucifix, Christ in glory, palm cross, Salvador cross.
· Heart pictures. 
· Easter books The First Easter. 
PowerPoints “Symbols Y3” & “The Cross discussion (Evaluate)”. 
Vocabulary:  Holy Week; death; resurrection; sacrifice; hope; palm cross
Key Questions:

What is a symbol?
Why do we need symbols?
Do we need symbols?

Who uses symbols and why?
Why is the ross and good example of a symbol for Christians?
Suggested Experience: 
Visiting a church to look at crosses.

Asking Christian to come in and be questioned about c symbols and the cross.
SEND/EAL:  Scaffolds for story-writing

Partnering with more able.
Different symbols
AG&T:  Ask deeper questions.

Explain why they think that.

Create a story with a meaning.


	


	Year 3 Summer 1
	Subject Focus: Sacred Places – Christianity: the church

Skills outcomes:

I can ask questions about a concept.

I can put a concept into context.

I can evaluate a concept for myself and for believers.

I can communicate my understanding of the concept with others.

I can apply the concept to myself.
	RE KS2

	Skills and knowledge Intended

learning outcomes

1. Communicate.

Children will find out what it means to belong.
2. Apply. Children can describe what it is to belong to a group for themselves and for believers.
3. Enquire.   Children can describe what it means to belong to a Christian church.
4. Contextualise. Children can describe wat it means to belong to a Christian church.
5. Evaluate.          Children can describe why it is important to belong.
Informed by the end of Year 4 age-related expectations
__________________

Assessment  opportunity:
The children can describe how religion is important to a believer.
They will devise, ask and note down answers about a religion.
	Concept: community
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.
________________________________
Cross-curricular links:

Art  

Using art and craft opportunities to develop the concept through painting a picture of the story message.

Drama

Opportunities for drama, story telling and hot seating to explore the messages of the stories studied.

Literacy

Describing the value of the stories with messages to Christians or Muslims. Describing the value of the messages to themselves.
Philosophy for children (P4C)
Child led enquiry into the Big Ideas in one of the books chosen as a stimulus.

	
	Sequence of activities over several lessons:

1. COMMUNICATE – How does it feel to belong? Explore with the children what it

 means to belong and to be excluded (from games/friendships – they could role-play an incident i.e. Imagine you have fallen out with your friend and you don’t include her in your games – how do you feel?  How does the person being the friend feel?).  How does it feel?  Discuss.  Draw a person outline onto a piece of paper – mind-map how they feel when excluded on one side of the sheet and included on the other (r-hand side and l-hand side).   They can decorate the person if they like.

2.  APPLY – What are the features of the communities to which we belong? – schools, 

Cubs, Brownies, football etc?  What makes us feel as though we belong?  Identify common elements e.g. rules, uniforms, rituals, shared interest, meeting place, mutual support.  Draw themselves in their communities.  What makes them belong e.g. Making the promise in cubs or brownies.  HA:  Draw themselves and write a paragraph about belonging, how it makes them feel, how they show they belong (uniform/promises/codes of practice); MA: Draw themselves and describe what they belong to; LA: Draw a figure in the page and mind-map the groups they belong to around them, note or draw how they show they belong...               PSHE                                                                                                                   

3.  ENQUIRE – What does it mean to belong to a Christian Church?  Discuss                 Lit. -

what they know about the Christian Church or being a Christian.  Make a list of what they         Using  
 know and what they would like to discover.  Show them the church-special PowerPoint – what do they recognise, what don’t they know.  Children make up questions that they would like to ask a Christian visitor. NB – see assessment                                                                                                   

4.  CONTEXTUALISE - What does it mean to belong to a Christian church?  

Invite a member of a church into the school.  Ask the visitor about prayer, worship, study, friendship, shared values, support, meeting place, charity work in the community and abroad.  Then children ask the questions that they have, written and listen respectfully.  Photograph or tape visitor and record answers for use later. They can write down their questions and the answers they got. NB – Christians use “church” to mean firstly the community and then the building.

5/6.  CONTEXTUALISE – What did our Christian visitor teach us about the Christian  Lit - 
Community?  In mixed ability pairs record some of what the visitor said in speech bubble writing

to put on a display with a picture of the visitor in the middle.  Did the visitor tell us things that we didn’t know?  Use the picture that the Bible uses to explain the interdependence of Christians from 1 Cor. ch12  v12 – the Church is the body of Christ. (Don’t read verbatim!) – assess.

(Use Children’s Illustrated Bible p.306 – paraphrases it).  Use the information to produce a leaflet about the church – explaining what is there and why, and why people go to church (HA: independent; MA: in pairs; LA: in groups).  They can also fill in the What is a church? Sheet following the visit.

6/7.  EVALUATE – Is it important for a Christian to belong to a Christian church?

Look at what the visitor said were the features of a Christian church.  (Remind children that the

church is the people and not the building!)  Watch the bbc bitesze clip on church worship (Meet a young Christian boy; The Catholic Church; Go on the bbc bitesize class clips Christianity site).  Which of these would be difficult to do if the Christian were alone and not in a Christian community?  Either: Draw pictures of Christian activities that that they do together rather than alone and label the pictures. Think about the activities:  prayer can be done alone; worship is communal, reading the bible is both, so why do they need/want to meet to do these things?  Or: They could do a Venn diagram of things that can’t be done alone; things that can’t be done alone; things that can be done alone and together.  Refer to the body of Christ and the idea of community – you can make cards etc. at home, but it is more fun in cubs or Brownies because you are sharing with others and being part of a group.  Christians like to meet together to support each other and be with others who think and feel the same way.  Sharing worship is much more fun.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RESOURCES: Cub and/or a Brownie uniform and/or football strip
a Christian layman (not the vicar!)

 books about what goes on in a Christian church                                                        
Vocabulary:  Church; sacred; worship; specialness; ceremony
Key Questions:

What does it mean to belong?

How do Christians show they belong?

Why is it important to feel you belong?
What is it like to feel outside a group?
Suggested Experience: Christian visitor
SEND/EAL:  Scaffolds writing

More use of pictures.

Partnering with more able

AG&T:  Ask deeper questions.

Explain why they think that.

Create a story with a meaning.
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