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	Skills Outcome (s):


Enquire 
[image: ]Contextualise 
Evaluate
Communicate
Apply







	Focus:
Sacred Places (Hindu and Christian)
	Knowledge Outcome (s):
A definition of sacred. 
What sacred places can be for some Christians and Hindus (churches, temples, shrines). 
The features of a Hindu temple. 
What these sacred places mean to these religions. 
What places in their own lives are sacred/special. 
The difference between sacred and special. 


	Learning Objectives:
Enquire 
LO: To be able to describe what people may mean by the term sacred
S.C – I can discuss what makes something sacred. 
I can discuss whether there is a difference between sacred and special. 
I can create a definition of the concept sacred. 
Challenge: I can explain how being in a sacred place may make me behave/feel. 

Contextualise
LO: To be able to describe a sacred place which is significant to believers. 
SC –  
I can explore the features of a Christian church. 
I can explore the features of a Hindu temple.
I can explain why these places of worship might be sacred. 
I can demonstrate my understanding of this through written/drawn outcomes. 
Challenge: I can compare the similarities and differences between the places of worship.  

Evaluate
LO: To be able to describe the value of sacred places to believers and to myself
S.C – I can describe what makes a place sacred. 
I can consider the significance of these sacred places to the relevant people of faith. 
I can consider how these people would feel without their sacred places. 

Communicate
LO: To be able to express a personal response to the concept of sacred.
S.C – I can discuss whether or not I have a sacred/special place in my life. 
I can discuss the purpose of Hindu shrines. 
I can design and create items for my own shrine. 
Challenge: I can explain why I have chosen these items and the value of them to me. 

Apply:
LO: To be able to describe how sacred places can affect the lives of myself and others
S.C – I can identify sacred items/places
I can compare items in my personal shrine to a Hindu shrine. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I can discuss the importance of having a sacred place. 
I can explain the difference between sacred and special. 

	Suggested activities / tasks:
LINK THIS WITH PREVIOUS UNIT OF HOLI AND CHRISTIANITY – BUILD ON WHAT THEY ALREADY KNOW

Step 1 – Enquire into the concept of sacred places Children brainstorm the word ‘sacred’ in small groups. 
What might we mean by a ‘sacred place’? Why might a place be sacred? Is there a difference between special and sacred? In what sort of ways might people show a place is sacred? eg Music, pictures or colour, objects, stories or objects from stories, writing. How would being in a sacred place make you feel or behave?
Take feedback and compare ideas.

Step 2 – Contextualise the concept within religious practice (Lessons A & B). 
A) Remind children of any visits to local church/mosque, etc –Go on a virtual trip of a Christian place of worship. What sort of atmosphere did it have? Was it different from any old place? Could it be described as sacred and if so what made it feel so?
Which features are found in Christian places of worship? What is their significance? What makes the church seem like a special / sacred place?
Create a word bank of the important places identified. Children to create a piece of work that refers to these (draw and explain, diary, description, information page)

B) Watch Hinduism at Key Stage 2 about Hindu temples and shrines. What makes the temple seem very special and contributes to its sense of being sacred? Why have people bothered to make it like this? How would you feel if you visited such a place? 
 Draw or paint a temple. Find out about the features on the internet and label. 
Plenary - Sacred places don’t just have to be buildings – some people make a sacred place in their homes. Look at objects you would find on a Hindu shrine and discuss reasons. Do Christians have shrines in their houses?

Step 3 - Evaluate the concept of a sacred place to believers 
What if we just had ceremonies in an ordinary house and there were no ‘proper’ churches or places of worship? No temples for Hindus to visit? Would it be alright to swap so the Hindus went to a church and vice versa? (remind children of all the crosses etc at local church or from video tour). Can you make an ordinary place sacred? Can a place designed as a ‘sacred’ building sometimes not be sacred? Say a Christian or Hindu group has found out their sacred place must be pulled down to make way for road. How would they feel? What if they were offered another building? In groups of 4 or 5, pupils discuss their response to a notice of demolition from the council. One member of the group scribes. Reconvene and discuss ideas.

Step 4 – Communicate the concept
Ask the Children whether or not they have a sacred/special place in their own lives? Think back to Hindu shrines and how they are a sacred place for some Hindu’s.  Children decide on what they would put on their own ‘shrine’. Draw on paper first – 3 or 4 objects? A photo, objects, words? What music might they want played? Decide on a value you think is important (love, freedom) and make a plasticine object to represent it. Make a label of explanation and take photos. Each child may choose one thing to place on a class shrine. Make a circle and each child in turn says briefly what they have chosen.

Step 5 – Apply the concept
Look at some of the things the children have chosen to put on the shrine and discuss. Are they sacred or just special? What about a Hindu shrine? If something is sacred to someone else and not to us, how should we treat it? Is it important to have scared places? Why/not? Pose 3 questions for children to talk about it pairs, ready to vote. Can a place be sacred to one person and not another? Can any place be sacred? Could a place be sacred if there were no people who thought it was? Have a vote and record the results. Allow abstainers. Write up 2 words:  SPECIAL, SACRED. In the light of what we have learnt, invite comments about what, if any, the difference is. A useful way to understanding is that sacred things could be said to be ‘touched by God’.





	Vocabulary to be used / taught:
Special, sacred, place of worship, Christian, Hindu, temple, shrine, idols
	Resources needed:
Virtual trip to Christian Church.
Hinduism at Key Stage 2.
Images of Hindu temples and shrines. 
Plasticine
Computers (to make labels)/Label templates to write on. 


	Links to other subjects:
DT  - design a sacred place, explaining why it is sacred in its design.

Art  - drawing or painting their sacred place.

IT - creating labels to explain why their place is sacred. Produce a guidebook for a sacred place. 

Drama - hot seating someone in role as a Christian or Hindu and asking them questions.

English - writing a poem about their sacred place or a piece of writing.

SMSC: 
Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.

	SEND / EAL:  Word banks, pre-teaching of key vocabulary, Pictorial representations. 
	Higher attainers:  Make comparisons between religious sacred places and places that may be sacred/special in their own lives. Deeper understanding of the terms Sacred/special. 
	Suggested trips / experiences:
Visit Hindu temple and local church or Winchester Cathedral
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