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	[image: ]Skills Outcome (s):
Inquire
Contextualise
Evaluate
Communicate 
Apply



	Focus: 
Concept: Avatar
Context: Stories of Vishnu
Golden thread: 
	Knowledge Outcome (s):
Children should know:
· The meanings of Avatar including in a religious context. 
· Some of the Avatars that Vishnu is shown as and the characteristics they are shown as having. 
· Why these stories of Vishnu as Avatars are important to Hindus. 
· That Hindu avatars have a human side/qualities but also manage to be supreme overcome evil and be able to recreate this in their own creation. 
· That some religions or people would not believe in the concept of an avatar and why. 
· What other religions have a similar concept. 

	Intended learning outcomes:

Children will be able to:

Inquire:
L.O: To be able to describe what people mean by avatar.
S.C: 
I can describe what I think Avatar means. 
I can investigate the religious meaning of Avatar. 
I can write a definition of Avatar. 
INK 1 – An Avatar is the representation of someone or something. This can be in icon/figure form such as in computer games or internet forums. In Hinduism an Avatar is when their God/deity is represented on Earth in a bodily form from the heavens in order to fight evil/teach humans.


Contextualise: 
L.O: To be able to describe how the concept of avatar is significant in Hinduism.
I can research the avatars of Vishnu. 
I can demonstrate my understanding of the characteristics of avatar(s) of Vishnu. 
Challenge – I can compare the Avatars of Vishnu. 
INK 2 – Vishnu is shown through many avatars in the Hindu faith and is seen in many of them as very fallible, prone to make mistakes but also shows super human or supernatural powers. 

Evaluate: 
L.O: To be able to describe the value Hindus place on avatars.
S.C - I can discuss the importance to Hindus of their God having avatars. 
I can describe the importance of the stories of Vishnu to Hindus. 
Communicate: 
L.O: To be able to describe a personal response to the concept of avatar.
S.C – I can create my own Avatar for a God/being
I can choose and form and describe why I have chosen this. 
I can create a story/description where my avatar shows its characteristics. 
Challenge – I can compare my avatar to a Hindu avatar of Vishnu. 
Apply:
L.O: To be able to describe how people will have different ideas about the concept of avatar and the issues this may raise.
S.C – I can discuss times where people would not accept the idea of an avatar. 
I can discuss other religions who have similar concepts. 
I can debate whether or not a God would come down to Earth as an Avatar. 
Informed by end of Year 4 age-related expectations
	Suggested activities / tasks:

Sequence of activities:

Step 1 (Inquire) What is an avatar? 
Some children will recognise the term from the Wii, computer games or the 2009 film. In the light of these two examples, what do they think an avatar is? Show some examples of Avatars in these contexts. Look up religious meaning (see background info for an explanation of all these types of avatar). Children write a definition of Avatar in their books. 











Step 2 (Contextualise ) 
Find accounts of the avatars of Vishnu: http://www.balagokulam.org/kids/stories/dashavatara.php describes the full ten. As they are short, children could read all or could work in groups to research one. If the former, children could record the some of the avatars on a grid, cartoon style. In each case, say what (if any) human weaknesses/characteristics the avatar has, and what God-like powers. If in groups, each group paints a picture of their avatar story and tells the story to the others; or acts out a 3-minute scene to depict their story. What do all the stories have in common? In many, Vishnu is very fallible and prone to make mistakes, but always shows super-human, or supernatural, powers. Dispel notion that Hindus believe in many gods; rather many aspects of one God.

Step 3 (Evaluate) You could if possible invite someone from the Hindu faith to talk about the importance of there being different aspects of one God, the idea of avatar, God ‘coming down’ or find information and explain. 
Discuss: Why is it important that God has a ‘human’ side? Should he not be infallible? How important are these stories to Hindus?



Step 4 (Communicate) 
Children invent their own avatar – if a ‘God’ (doesn’t have to be one they believe in and If this goes against their religion it can just be a magical being/alien) came to earth, what form would they take? Why? Write a short story or storyboard in which their avatar shows a human side but overcomes evil.






Step 5 (Apply) 
Might some people be offended at the concept of an avatar, God becoming human? Muslims, for instance, would not tolerate the idea as they believe in the Oneness of Allah (tawhid). Can children identify another faith where God ‘came down’? What might be the pros and cons of such a belief? Discussion: (P4C opportunity): Children take one of two stances: If there is a God, he or she would not come down to earth as an avatar because…  If there is a God, he or she might come down to earth as an avatar because… Try to encourage them to follow on from each other’s points.

	Key Questions:

Where have you heard Avatar before?
What do you think an Avatar is?
What is a religious Avatar?

What avatars is Vishnu described as? How are they shown? 
What characteristics do they have? What do they have in common?

Why is it important to Hindus for their God to have an Avatar and show a human side?
How important are the stories of Vishnu and his avatars to Hindus?


What form would an avatar for your God/being take? Why?

What story could they be involved in where they show a human side but overcome evil?

Might some people be offended at the concept of an avatar, God becoming human?

Can children identify another faith where God ‘came down’? What might be the pros and cons of such a belief?

	Vocabulary to be used / taught:
Avatar 
Hindu 
Faith 
Vishnu 
God 
Deity
Infallible
Characteristic  

	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity for enjoyment and fascination about their own lives and those of others. Using imagination and creativity in their learning.

Moral: developing an interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and the ability to understand the viewpoint of others.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.

Links to other subjects:

Art
Paintings or drawings of their avatar.

DT
Creating a model of an avatar for display.

Philosophy for children (P4C)
Enquiry into the meaning of avatar.

English
Writing a story about an avatar
Explaining the issues that might arise due to people’s different beliefs on avatars.

	Resources needed:
RESOURCES www.cleo.org ((KS2 RE) for traditional Hindu pictures of the 10 avatars. Hindu story books (lots available). Pictures of avatars or a clip from the film (choose clip judiciously – cert PG – 13).
Website about Hindu Gods. 
Worksheets/Templates. 

	SEND / EAL:
Pre teach vocab
Word banks
Dual coding 
Scaffolds for writing

	AGT:
Explain thinking deeper
Make connections with things previously learnt. 
Consider different people’s perspectives. 
	Suggested trips / experiences:
Hindu temple or visitor in
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