	Subject: RE

Year   4                      Term Summer 2
	[image: ]Skills Outcome (s):


Enquire, 
Contextualise, 
Evaluate, 
Communicate, 
Apply,


	Focus: 
Concept – Symbols
Context – Stones as Symbols 
	Knowledge Outcome (s):
To be able to know:
What symbol means. 
Examples of symbols. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]How stones are used as symbols in Christianity. 
How stones are used as symbols in Buddhism.
The importance of these stones as symbols to these faiths. 
How stones are used as symbols in their own lives. 
How stones are used in the world. 
The importance of stones as symbols in the world. 


	Enquire:
L.O – To be able to describe the meaning of symbol.
S.C – I can discuss the meaning of the word symbol. 
I can compare the importance of different symbols. 
I can explain my choices for which symbols are most/least important. 
Contextualise: 
L.O – To be able to describe how stones are used as symbols in religious practice and writings.
S.C – I can explore how stones are used as symbols in the Christian religion and what they represent. 
I can explore how stones are used as symbols in the Buddhist religion and what they represent. 
I can demonstrate my understanding by recreating these symbols in a similar context. 
Challenge – I can compare how stones are used as symbols across religions. 

Evaluate: 
L.O – To be able to evaluate stones as symbols by describing the value of their symbolism to Christians or Buddhists.
S.C – I can discuss scenarios where stones as symbols are banned for different faith communities.
I can imagine how someone in that faith community may feel about this.  
I can present my interpretations of their responses demonstrating my understanding of the value of the symbolism to them. 


Communicate:
L.O – To be able to describe their own responses to stones as symbols.
S.C –  I can discuss how stones have been used as symbols in my own life. 
I can explore how stones have been used as symbols in artwork. 
I can create my own symbolic creation using rocks. 
Challenge – I can compare my creation to others and what they symbolise. 
 
Apply:
L.O – To be able to describe how their responses to stones as symbols can be applied to their own and others’ lives
S.C –  I can discuss the impact of stones in the world. 
I can describe the value of stones as symbols. 
Challenge – I can consider alternative suggestions of symbols that could be used in the world. 

 
	Suggested activities / tasks:

Step 1- Enquire: What is a symbol?
· Children discuss in pairs the meaning of the word symbol. Compare ideas. Children produce mind maps around the concept/word and swap their mind maps with other pairs. Discuss ….have others had the same ideas about the concept? Any surprises?
· Using cards from the teaching pack, children sort in a diamond nine shape, ranking the symbols they choose. Compare and discuss as a class
· If teachers familiar with P4C – could set up community enquiry about what makes a symbol.

Step 2 – Contextualise: How are stones used as symbols in religion?
Select stones as symbols to explore from Christianity and one other religion in focus from the pack (need to split into 2 sessions. 

Example activities – 

· Christianity: Look at pictures of a church-yard to study headstones, draw symbols from headstones; study Bible texts for use of stone or rock as metaphor (May be able to get a visitor from the church to come in as they have emailed Sian - need to check dates and see if it matches up to this session) 
· Buddhism: explore images of the Buddha in meditation, explore and make Zen Buddhist gardens. 

(see pack for more in depth ideas)


Step 3 - Evaluate: What is the value of stones as symbols to religious believers?
· Discuss with children hypothetical scenarios (examples provided in the teaching pack), to imagine that situation and how members of the Christian, or Buddhist communities might react.
· Children role play scenario(s) with children in pairs or groups taking on role of Christian / Buddhist in the scenario. Role play a meeting between officials and members of the faith community. Teacher in role as mediator.
· Children could compose letters or some persuasive writing for a newspaper article/record a news report. 

Step 4 – Communicate: What are our responses to the idea of symbolic stones?
· Children discuss their own experiences of having stones as a symbol eg birthstones, mood stones.
· Show children some examples of stones from Andy Goldsworthy. Create their own garden or sculpture (again see teaching pack for more ideas) May be nice to collect stones or get children to collect stones to make their own creations that represent something important to them but if not possible they could draw them or used printed pictures of stones?


Step 5 – Apply: How does the symbolic use of stones apply to ours and others’ lives
· Children discuss what difference stones and rocks make to them and others; eg if there were no stones or rocks, what difference would that make? Would other symbols be as useful or meaningful?
· Could have a debate about the value of stones as symbols in the world eg are all stones symbols? Do stones make the best symbols? Do stones really mean anything at all? This could be done in small groups or a class. 






	Vocabulary to be used / taught:

Symbol 
Headstones 
Stones
Metaphor
Meditation 
Zen garden 
Enlightenment

	Resources needed:

Teaching pack (with included resources mentioned). 
Examples of rocks/stones?

(There is a resource pack available to hire from the RE centre for this unit). 
	Links to other subjects:

Art  
To use opportunities to paint, draw and create items to reflect stones as symbols including headstones and Zen gardens.

Drama
Opportunities for role playing and responding to the scenarios in the teaching pack.

Literacy
Opportunities to write postcards or information leaflet and persuasive writing about a hypothetical scenario.

Philosophy for children (P4C)
Holding enquiries into the question of what makes a symbol and into the significance of stones to humans


Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.



	SEND / EAL: 
Pre-teach vocabulary, word banks, dual coding, scaffolds for writing.  
	AGT:
Ask deeper questions.
Explain why they think that.
Consider the influences on themselves and others.
	Suggested trips / experiences:
Member of the church come to visit. 
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