
Enquiry Question

What were the greatest achievements of 
Ancient Egypt?



Theme: Power

Concepts (taught over the unit):
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- Egypt is in 
Northern Africa

- -Capital city is 
Calro

- 2,000,000 BCE –
30 BCE

- Land was split into 
Upper Egypt and 
Lower Egypt

- -It is believed 
Menes united the 
two parts

- Pharaohs sat at the 
top of the 
hierarchy and 
farmers and slaves 
at the bottom

- They wrote using 
symbols called 
hieroglyphs
-Only scribes could 
write
-Only the top of society 
could read and write
-The wrote on papyrus 
with reed brushes
-There were records 
kept about society, 
medical records and tax 
forms

- Ancient Egyptians 
were polytheistic: 
they worshipped 
more than one 
god

- Ra (the sun god) 
was the most 
important

- Bastet (protector 
of Lower Egypt)

- Sekhmet (goddess 
of healing)

- A person’s soul 
would meet all gods 
before entering 
paradise

- Ancient Egyptians 
used mummification 
to preserve the 
body

- Organs were kept in 
canopic jars

- Bodies were placed 
in a sarcophagus
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- It is believed 
skilled artisans 
built the 
pyramids

- Large stone was 
dragged by hand 
to build them
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-In 1650BCE Hyksos 
invaded from the 
north-east and the 
Nublans invaded from 
the south
-Ten years later, 
Ahmose (now a 
Pharoah) led his army 
to reclaim most of 
Egypt
-It was now the New 
Kingdom

-The New Kingdom 
built a stronger army 
to prevent further 
invasions
-They used the army 
to invade other 
places and expand 
their land
-They stole gold from 
the people they 
invaded and they 
were now very rich

-Ramses II was known 
as the greatest 
pharaoh to have ruled 
Egypt
-He ruled for 66 years
-He lived until 95 years 
old and had 150 
children
-He built statues and 
temples
-He led his army to 
victory in many battles

- There was no other 
leader as powerful 
as Ramses II

- There was no water, 
which killed the 
crops

- This left the people 
hungry, weak and 
open to attack

- Alexander the Great 
led Egypt’s final 
invasion



Previous Learning Future Learning

KS1
-Chronology

-Similarities and differences
-Cause and consequence
-Handling historical facts

Year 3
-BCE and CE

-Change in early civilisation when 
agriculture began

Year 4
-Ancient civilisations and how 

settlements flourished
-Empire

-Monarchy
-Trade
Year 5

-The Maya and how they made 
pyramids

-Civilisation and monarchy
Year 6

Using key sources of information and 
evaluate their reliability

-Ask questions of enquiry





What were the greatest achievements of 
Ancient Egypt?

Use all you have learned to answer the Enquiry 
Question. You can present this however you like: 
a non-chronological report, an essay, a speech or 
even a letter.


