
Enquiry Question

How did daily life change in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age?



Theme: Society and Community

Concepts (taught over the unit):
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Palaeolithic 
- Hunters
- Don’t live in one place, 

follow herds of animals to 
hunt

- Small communities
- Painted cave walls

Mesolithic
- Live in small huts, made 

from wood and mud, 
close to water

- Use bow, arrows and 
spears to hunt

- They went from 
living in caves to 
huts

- The Mesolithic 
hunted less 
dangerous animals

- The Palaeolithic 
lived within a tundra 
biome as the 
temperature rose 
over time, flora and 
forests increased

Palaeolithic - food
- Hunted animals 

(woolly mammoths, 
cave lions, woolly 

rhinoceros and wild 
horses)
- Plants

Mesolithic - food
- Hunted animals (red 

deer and wild boar)
- Plants, mushrooms, 

berries and nuts

Neolithic - food
- Gather seeds, plant 

and harvest them
- Agriculture
- Turned grain into 

flour, which meant 
they could make 
bread

- Milk
- Water
- Honey

Neolithic – tools
- Made from stone
- ‘Quern Stone’ used 

for crushing grain
- Sharp tools for 

cutting
- Axes used to cut 

wood

Beaker People
- Migrated from 

Spain and settled 
in Britain

- Brought bell 
beakers with them 
(pottery) that they 
were often buried 
with
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Neolithic – tools
- At the end of the 

era, people 
mined metals (tin 
ore and copper)

- They melted 
them together to 
create bronze

- Used to make 
farming tools, 
household tools 
and weapons

Bronze – Iron Age
- They discovered 

how heat could 
help them extract 
iron from the ore

- This was the most 
common metal 
used in weapons 
and tools

- Wealthy people 
still used bronze 
for jewellery

Roundhouses
- Permanent homes
- Close to farming 

fields
- Built from 

Neolithic onwards
- Constructed from 

timber, wattle and 
daub

- Thatched roof

Hillfort
- Built on high 

ground
- Contain villages 

and markets
- Surrounded by a 

palisade (wooden 
wall) to defend 
against attackers

South East
- Gathered wood 

and used tools to 
make things

- Made fires
- Made string out of 

fibres and used to 
tie things



Previous Learning Future Learning

KS1
Chronology

Similarities and differences
Cause and consequence
Handling historical facts

Year 3
BCE 

Trade and its importance in establishing 
a kingdom

Year 4
Empire
Year 5

Migration
Invasion

Trade
Settlement





How did daily life change in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age?

Use all you have learned to answer the Enquiry 
Question. You can present this however you like: 
a non-chronological report, an essay, a speech or 
even over various diary entries.


