
Enquiry Question

What were the greatest achievements of 
Ancient Greeks?



Theme: Society and Community

Concepts (taught over the unit):
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Athens V Sparta
Athens
-Had a powerful navy
-Focused more on arts and 
trade than war
-Only men were educated and 
trained to fight
-Had a form of democracy
Sparta
-Had an oligarchic government
-Focused on developing a 
warrior culture
-Men and women were 
trained

Persian Invasion
The two city-states 
(Athens and Sparta) 
joined forces to fight 
back against the 
invading Persians, 
who were eventually 
defeated and left 
Greece.

Once the Persians 
left, Athens and 
Sparta formed an 
alliance. Until the 
Peloponnesian War, 
where they fought 
one another and 
Sparta came out 
victorious.

-Located in 
southeast Europe
-There is evidence of 
the Ancient Greeks 
in the Palaeolithic 
era
-They used spears to 
catch animals
-They wore animal 
skins as clothing

Early Greece was 
inhabited by a group 
of people called 
Minoans
-They were described 
as an advanced 
civilisation
-They built huge 
palaces that linked to 
towns and villages by 
roads

-The Minoans 
imported materials 
not available in Crete 
(tin and copper) and 
used them to make 
objects to export
-They also exported 
ceramics, timber, 
lamps and stone 
vessels 
-They traded items 
for money
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King Philip II invaded 
and took control of 
several Greek 
settlements: 
Throcian, Athens, 
Thebes, Corinth. He 
then unified the 
southern Greek city-
states.
359BCE – 338BCE

King Alexander was 
significant because 
he conquered much 
more land and took 
control of the 
Achaemenid Persian 
Empire.





Previous Learning Future Learning

KS1
-Chronology

-Similarities and differences
-Cause and consequence
-Handling historical facts

Year 3
-The beginning of an ancient civilisation
-Comparing BCE timelines in Europe and 

Britain
-The importance of trade in establishing 

a kingdom

Year 5
-Cause and consequence

-Comparing civilisations and cultures
Year 6

-Characteristics features of the past, 
including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and children
-Describing social, ethnic, cultural or 

religious diversity of past society





What were the greatest achievements of 
Ancient Greeks?

Use all you have learned to answer the Enquiry 
Question. You can present this however you like: 
a non-chronological report, an essay, a speech or 
even a letter.


