
Enquiry Question

How did the Roman Empire impact Britain?



Themes: Exploration & Invasions and Power

Concepts (taught over the unit):
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- Rome started as 
a small town, on 
a hill beside a 
river

- It became bigger 
over time

- Emperors and 
noblemen owned 
villas on these 
hills

- Rome gained 
independence in 
around 500 BCE

- They had two 
consuls who ruled 
and made 
decisions

- Some of the 
leaders were 
Julius Caser, Mark 
Antony and 
Lepidus

- The army was led by 
Emperor Augustus

- The army had many 
different legions: 
Milite, Centurion, 
Legionary and 
cavalry

- They used special 
tactics to defeat the 
enemy: tortoise, 
wedge and triple 
line

- Celts were living in 
Britain prior to the 
Roman invasion

- Many Romans 
tried, 
unsuccessfully, to 
invade until 
Emperor Claudius

- The Romans 
successfully 
invaded in 43 CE –
410 CE

- Buildings were made 
of stone and brick

- Streets were organised 
in straight lines

- Towns had public 
baths, and 
amphitheatres

- There was a ‘forum’ in 
the middles of a 
settlement, used as a 
market and to hold 
meetings 

- Boudicca was angry 
that the Romans 
took her husband’s 
land from her after 
his death

- Boudicca burned 
down Roman cities

- She was eventually 
defeated by a 
Roman legion in the 
middle of the 
country
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- A governor was in 
charge of each 
territory

- They made 
decisions about 
the law and order 
for his land

- Romans built 
forts where 
legions could 
train and rest

- Civil wars broke out 
across the Roman Empire

- Eventually, Emperor 
Diocletain took control 
and split the empire 
between four leaders

- The country became 
weak to outside attacks

- They were low on money 
and could not afford to 
pay legions to protect 
Britain and so they left

- The Romans built 
military forts 
(along the 
coastline), villas 
and roads





Previous Learning Future Learning

KS1
-Chronology

-Similarities and differences
-Cause and consequence
-Handling historical facts

-Monarchy
Year 3

-Chronological understanding of Ancient 
Britain

-Understanding how we find out about 
prehistory

-Understand how to use sources to 
inform historical understanding

Year 4
-Understanding of Greek culture and 

how they influenced the Romans

Year 5
-Ancient civilisations

Year 6





How did the Roman Empire impact Britain?

Use all you have learned to answer the Enquiry 
Question. You can present this however you like: 
a non-chronological report, an essay or a speech.


