
Enquiry Question

How did England change during the 
settlement of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings?



Themes: Exploration & Invasion

Concepts (taught over the unit):
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- The emperor, 
Honorius was 
struggling to control 
the Roman Empire 

- The Picts and Scots 
began invading 
Britain

- The soldiers and 
civil servants in 
Britain were not 
getting paid due to 
a coinage shortgae

- Flavius Claudius 
Constantinus became 
the new emperor 

- He had big plans and the 
legions left Britain to 
follow him (leaving the 
country weak to attack)

- The Picts, Scots and 
Saxons invaded whilst 
they were gone

- By 410AD it became 
Anglo-Saxon England

- Angles, Saxons and 
Jutes came from 
Germany, Denmark 
and the Netherlands

- They sailed over in 
boats

- Some came to 
invade

- Some came because 
life in their home 
country was difficult

- England was split into 
7 kingdoms: Mercia, 
Northumberland, 
East Anglia, Wessex, 
Sussex, Essex and 
Kent

- Each kingdom had its 
own king and capital 
city

- The kingdoms fought 
each other for land

- Control of the 
kingdom was 
essential

- It required power, 
influence and 
money

- You could improve 
your status in 
society with 
money

- Anglo-Saxons were 
pagans (they 
worshipped many 
gods)

- Augustine was a 
monk, sent to 
convert the people 
of England to 
Christianity

- By 686CE, all 
kingdoms were ruled 
by Christian kings
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- Vikings sailed from 
Norway, on 
longboats

- They believed that if 
they died bravely 
they would go to 
Valhalla (Viking 
heaven)

- They carried out 
raids to acquire 
treasures, slaves 
and land

- The areas the Vikings 
settled were called 
Danelaw

- The Anglo-Saxons were 
not seen as equals and 
were treated differently

- King Alfred the Great 
made a treaty meaning 
they would be treated as 
equals

- King Edward the Confessor 
was the last Anglo-Saxon 
King of England





Previous Learning Future Learning

KS1
-Chronology

-Similarities and differences
-Cause and consequence
-Handling historical facts

Year 3
-Chronological understanding of Ancient 

Britain
-Different civilisations have different 

cultures
Year 4

-Chronology of Ancient Britain until the 
Romans left

-Celts were tribal
-Romans had an organised army

-Understanding of settlement and why 
people settled where they did

Year 6
-Explore how Anglo-Saxons punished 

criminals
-Anglo-Saxon laws





How did England change during the 
settlement of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings?

Use all you have learned to answer the Enquiry 
Question. You can present this however you like: 
a non-chronological report, an essay, a speech or 
even diary entries.


