
Enquiry Question

How did England change during the 
settlement of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings?



Themes: Power

Concepts (taught over the unit):
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- 2000BC – 1500 AD
- They lived in an 

area called 
‘Mesoamerica’

- Today, this is 
made up of 
Mexico and parts 
of Central 
America

- The Maya invented 
a way to collect 
and store water

- They farmed on 
terraces they made 
on hills

- The lowlands were 
filled with 
limestone, which 
they used to build 
with

- We know about 
the Maya 
civilisation because 
of their writing and 
drawings

- There are artefacts 
we can study to 
learn about the 
time period

6

- The land was split 
into city-states

- Each city-state had 
its own ruler

- Each King 
appointed a 
supreme military 
leader and a 
council of advisors

- Women were 
allowed to rule 

- They were not 
united countries

- Each city-
state/kingdom 
had its own ruler

- The kingdoms 
often fought with 
each other

- In city-states, buildings 
were made of stone, 
some in the shape of 
pyramids

- People buy and sell 
goods 

- In villages, buildings are 
made from wood and 
straw

- People lived in huts 
- - Villagers pulled 

together to hunt for food 
etc
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- A natural ravine 
in the centre of 
the city 
separated the 
government and 
religious 
buildings from 
the rest of the 
settlement

- Cities were built 
on cliffs 

- There are many 
different theories as 
to why the Southern 
city-states became 
abandoned: disease 
outbreak, drought, 
war

- By the 10th century, 
Chichen Itza was the 
most dominant: its 
port made trade 
easier





Previous Learning Future Learning

KS1
-Chronology

-Similarities and differences
-Cause and consequence
-Handling historical facts

Year 3
-Chronological understanding of Ancient 

Britain
-Different civilisations have different 

cultures
Year 4

-Chronology of Ancient Britain until the 
Romans left

-Celts were tribal
-Romans had an organised army

-Understanding of settlement and why 
people settled where they did

Year 6
-Explore how Anglo-Saxons punished 

criminals
-Anglo-Saxon laws





How did England change during the 
settlement of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings?

Use all you have learned to answer the Enquiry 
Question. You can present this however you like: 
a non-chronological report, an essay, a speech or 
even diary entries.


