
Enquiry Question

Through examining the life and works of 
Charles Dickens, how did the Industrial 
Revolution affect life in Victorian times?



Themes: Society and Community

Concepts (taught over the unit):
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- Victorian England 
began in in 1837 
and ended when 
Queen Victoria dies 
in 1901.

- The Industrial 
Revolution was a 
period of great 
change in industry, 
technology and 
science.

Rich
- Often lived in 

detached townhouses
- Had running water
- Coal fires kept the 

house warm
- Servants would do 

the housework.
Poor

- Children worked long 
hours in dangerous 
jobs

- Had no education
- Lived in cramped, 

dirty and 
overcrowded 
accommodation

- No running water or 
proper sanitation

- Punishments were 
severe

- Children received the 
same punishments as 
adults if they 
committed a crime

- People did not trust 
the police

- Prisons became the 
main form of 
punishment

- Technological 
advancements 
included the 
invention of the 
telephone, 
electricity, the 
light bulb, 
trains, toilets.





Previous Learning Future Learning

KS1
-Chronology

-Similarities and differences
-Cause and consequence
-Handling historical facts

Year 3
-Chronological understanding of Ancient 

Britain
-Different civilisations have different 

cultures
Year 4

-Chronology of Ancient Britain until the 
Romans left

-Understanding of settlement and why 
people settled where they did

Year 6
-Local study of life during WW2





Through examining the life and works of 
Charles Dickens, how did the Industrial 
Revolution affect life in Victorian times?

Prepare a defence for Oliver Twist, who has been 
accused of stealing. Use all you have learned in 
this unit to convince a jury that Oliver should not 
be punished.


