
 

 

           Townhill Junior School 

         Weekly Update: 12th December 

 

Year 5 Butser Farm trip 
 

Year 5 Shine at Butser Ancient Farm!  
Our Year 5 children enjoyed their day visiting Butser Ancient 
Farm this week. They’ve truly impressed us with their 

enthusiasm and curiosity while stepping back in time.  

Writing their names with quill and ink like true historians. 

Discovering bones, axe heads, pots, and metals during 
exciting archaeological activities. 

Learning hands-on about life in the past and bringing 
history to life. 
We are so proud of their fantastic behaviour, teamwork, and 
eagerness to learn. Well done, Year 5 – you’ve made history 

unforgettable!  

 
Staff Retiring 
 

At the end of term, we will be seeing two long serving 
members of staff retiring from TJS and I am sure you will join 
me in wishing them a well deserved and enjoyable 
retirement. After supporting our SEN children and their 
families so wonderfully, Ms Parker will be retiring as SENCO 
and this role will be taken on by Mrs Salmon, our Deputy 
Headteacher. Mrs Rogers will also be retiring and will be well 
known to all our children and families having taught across 

the school in every class for many years. As our minibus driver, she has also supported a huge 
number of trips bringing learning to life for everyone. However, we will still see her around TJS 
as she is still volunteering to drive the swimmers every Wednesday!  



 

 

Year 4 Library Visit & Adult Reading 
 
On Wednesday, our Year 4 classes 
Got to visit Bitterne Library. As well as using 
their new library cards to choose a book to 
take home they also got to hear stories being 
read to them and the staff at the library 
explained about all the events and 
opportunities for our families. In the 
afternoon, the children got to read their books 
to a grown up in our new library with a hot 
chocolate. 
 
 
 
Winter Reading Challenge 

 

Take part in our #WinterMiniChallenge to 
enter a special prize draw to win a bundle of 
children's books!  
 
To enter, simply sign up for the Challenge at 
wintermini.org.uk, read 3 books and review 
them on the website between 1 December 
2025 and 20 February 2026. 
 
The Challenge is a wonderful way to keep children motivated and excited about reading over 
the winter holidays. 
 
Get involved: wintermini.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Carols by Candlelight 

Carols by Candlelight will take place on Tuesday 16th December at 5pm. This is a Christmas celebration 

where the children will sing to you – feel free to join in! We ask them to return to school at 5pm and 

stay with you until they are all called to perform at approximately 5.30pm. The entrance will be through 

the Cutbush Lane gate.  The children can wear their Christmas jumpers and accessories, just make sure 

they will be warm as this is an outdoor event. 

In order to raise money for school funds, there is a 50p admission charge for adults. There is also the 

opportunity to purchase food, drink and raffle tickets.  

Please bring sealed cakes in on Tuesday morning to be sold at the event. 

In the event of heavy rain, we will move the event to the hall.  

Raffle Prizes 

Don’t forget to purchase your tickets for the grand raffle via Arbor. There will also be an opportunity to 

buy them on the night. The prizes include: 

         £10 Sprinkles voucher  

         Family ticket for Sea City Museum  

         Playshack voucher  

         Two tickets for Ready One Player Arcade Eastleigh  

        Team Sport Go-Karting voucher  

        Red Funnel return journey for one car up to 7 

people  

        Family Ticket for High Score Arcade Southampton 

 

Hampers;  

    Xmas Food  

    Xmas Eve Box  

    Movie Night 

    Pamper Night  
 

Other prizes including;  

         Craft sets  

         Baking kits 

         Teddies 

 

        Name the Bear 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Star of the Week                  Times Tables Rocks Leaderboard                      Boom Reader Leaderboard 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class  Name 

3F  Maggie 
3G Sienna 

4OR Seb 
4T Eliza 
5T Bogdan 
5C  Elizabeth 
6I Martin 

6OH Elayna 
PE Charlie G (3F) 

  

Class Most Reads 

3F X 

3G Cici 

4OR Penny 

4T Aoife 

5C Herkus 

5T Cohen 

6I Kara 

6OH Matilda & Maisie 

Class 4OR 

Rank First Name Class 
Speed 

Improvement 

1 Oliver 4T -1.53 

2 Penny 4OR -0.66 

3 Louis 4T -0.43 

4 Eliza 4T -0.42 

5 Joshua 4T -0.14 

6 Janelle 4T -0.12 

7 Kacper 4OR -0.07 

8 Heritage 4OR -0.02 

9    

10    



 

 

 

 

Current Learning 

  
  

WB  Subject   What the children will 
be learning  

Ideas to support with the learning at home  

Y3  15/12  English   Newspaper writing  Practice writing and punctuating speech correctly.   

Maths   Length  Measure items around your home with a ruler or 
tape measure using cm and m.   

Science  Magnets  Tell an adult everything you have learned about 
magnets this half term in preparation for our 
assessment.   

Y4  15/12  English   Publishing a 
newspaper  

Practice typing a short story on a laptop, tablet or 
phone.  

Maths   Further multiplication 
and division  

TT Rockstars  

Geography  Land use  Look around your home, how much of the floor 
space is free? How much is filled with furniture? 
How much is filled with toys?  

Y5  15/12  English   Newspaper writing  Tell an adult at home why a newspaper needs to be 
written using formal language  

Maths   Graphs  Make a tally of people in your family who prefer 
sweets over chocolate  

Science  Double page spreads  Tell an adult at home about the different life cycles 
of mammals, insects and birds  

Y6  15/12  English  Persuasive letter  Talk to your parent about persuasive writing 
techniques  

Maths   Decimals  Maths.co.uk  

History  World War 2  Find some information about how Southampton 
was involved in the war effort  

  
 

 

Home Learning 

A reminder that all of our home learning is online through two main platforms and the expectation is 

that every child should be logging their reading, and completing challenges on TT Rocks every week. The 

children should also be learning their spelling lists.  

 

Maths: Times Tables Rockstars 

Reading: Boom Reader 

 



 

 

School Attendance News 

 

Attendance Statistics 

Whole School Attendance 
this week 

 

94.7% 

Whole School Attendance 
this year to date 

 

94.5% 

Number of children with over  
97% attendance this week 

 

170 

Number of children with over  
97% attendance this year 

 

109 

 

Class Attendance for this week:  

Weekly 
Attendance 

3F 3G 4OR 4T 5C 5T 6I 6OH 

Attendance 
Percentage 

94.9& 96.9% 97.4% 97.3% 96.8% 92.6% 95.6% 93.4% 

Progress 
 

+5.4% +6.2% +2.6% +0.4% -0.8% 4.1% -2.4% 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Dates for the Year 

AUTUMN TERM 2025 
Tuesday, 16th December : Church of Ascension visit to TJS (1:15pm) 
     Carols by Candlelight (5pm) 
Wednesday, 17th December : Christmas Lunch  
Thursday 18th December             :             Staff Panto & Christmas Jumper Day 1 
Friday, 19th December  : Christmas Jumper Day 2 
                                                                         End of Term (3.15pm)  
 

SPRING TERM 2026 
Monday, 5th January  : Spring Term begins 
19th – 23rd January  : Y6 Mock SATs Week 
Friday, 13th February  : ‘Break the Rules’ Non-Uniform Day 
     Disco (5:30pm - 7pm) 
16th – 20th February   : Half Term 
Monday, 23rd February  : INSET Day 
Thursday, 5th March  : World Book Day & Dress Up Day 
9th – 13th March   : Assessment Week 
Tuesday, 24th March  : Parents Evening (3:30pm – 7:00pm not 5T) 
Wednesday, 25th March : Parents Evening (3:30pm – 5:00pm)  
Friday, 27th March  : ‘Break the Rules’ Non-Uniform Day  
     End of Term: (3.15pm) 
SUMMER TERM 2026 

Monday, 13th April  : Summer Term begins 
Wednesday, 22nd April  : Y6 SATS Parents Evening Event (6:00pm)  
Thursday, 23rd April  : Spanish Language Day  
Friday, 24th April  : Disco (5:30pm - 7pm) 
Thursday, 30th April  : Y3 Hilliers Trip 
Monday, 4th May  : Bank Holiday 
11th – 14th May   : SATs Week (Y6)    
Friday, 22nd May  : Y6 Careers Fair (pm) 
     ‘Break the Rules’ Non-Uniform Day 

25th – 29th May   : Half Term 
Friday, 5th June   : Disco (5:30pm – 7pm) 
Friday, 19th June  : INSET Day 
22nd – 26th June   : Assessment Week (Y3 –5) 
Monday, 29th June  : Year 2 Parents Evening (5:30pm) 
Wednesday, 1st July  : Transfer Day 
Thursday, 2nd July  : Y3 & Y4 (9am – 11:30am) Sports Day 
Friday, 3rd July   : Y5 & Y6 (9am – 11:30am) Sports Day 
     (Reserve Sports Day: Mon 6th July) 
Friday, 10th July   : Y4 Itchen Valley Teambuilding Day 
Friday, 17th July  : Year 6 Leavers Prom (6.30pm – 8:30pm) 
Monday, 20th July  : Y6 Leavers Celebration Event (6:00pm) 
Tuesday, 22nd July  : End of Term: (3.15pm) 

 


