Townhill Junior School Newsletter - October 2025

Welcome to our school newsletter

In this issue...

Welcome

Wonderwall Winners

School Council Elections
Sports Values Awards

TT Rocks and Boom Reader Winners & Home Learning
Art Club

Latest News

School Fundraising Committee
House Points

Feedback

School Attendance

Year Group Updates

E-Safety

Adverts

Dates for The Year

Contact Us

/] Achieving . .

\ Healthy Ofsted ; &A Southampton
Good =l Reading Charter
Provider n Bl Bronze 2025

English Hubs




Welcome

It has been a long but extremely successful first half term at TJS and | am
extremely grateful for the help and support from children, staff and
parents alike who have made it such a positive one. It was great to see so
many of you at Parents Evening over the past week and the attitude and
application of the children has been fantastic throughout the half term.

We have already seen so much wonderful learning and many great achievements across the
school. Our Year Three children have settled in brilliantly, with a fantastic attitude and they
enjoyed sharing what they have been learning and getting to demonstrate their marble mazes
as parents popped in on Wednesday. Year Four visited the Art Gallery to extend their leaning
about the Ancient Greeks and have written some wonderful myths. Year Five have travelled
back in time to Anglo-Saxon England, where they have produced some fantastic writing linked
to the Shield Maiden. Year Six have been learning about Victorian times and the Industrial
Revolution. This has led to some fantastic writing in their narratives based on Oliver Twist.

As ever, | am incredibly proud of how hard all the staff have worked to support our children.
This half term we have been really focussed on adapting learning to make it more accessible
and engaging for the children and this can be seen in the responses within their books which
were on display at Parents Evening this week.

You can find all the details of what your children will be learning later in the newsletter and on
the Curriculum section of the website:
https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/topic/curriculum

In sport, our lower school athletics team has been very successful becoming City Champions at
the City Indoor Championships and our football teams have had some pleasing results and
improving performances, while our cross country runners have braved the weather and a new
course on Friday afternoons at The Sports Centre.

Have a restful and safe half term and we cannot wait to welcome you all back in a week’s time.

Mr Humphries



https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/topic/curriculum

Wonderwall

Huge congratulations to our Wonderwall winners who were announced in assembly on Friday
and chosen by their teachers for their hard work over the term. The recipients were as follows:

3F: Maggie
3G: Poppy
40R: Rhema
4T: Sasha
5C: Kaci-Jai
5T: Rio

6l: Mysha
60H: Ben

Sport: Jesaiah

School Council Elections

The children voted for their class School Councillors after they had given their election
manifesto speeches. The newly elected representatives who will be supported by Miss Turner

are as follows:

Phoebe

Jesaiah

Charlie

Yavi

Darcy

Jaivon

Cici

Sarah

Heritage

Alyssia

Rosa

Reggie C

Joshua

Amelia

Kacie

Adam

SchoolCountﬂ




Sports Values Awards

Our sporting values were celebrated in assembly on Monday and our first award winners of the

year were:

Passion
Mia F - 3G
Sasha 4T
Kyra—5C
Peter — 6l

Determination
Poppy — 3G
Kaya —40
Elizabeth —5C
Martin — 6l

Honesty
Bright — 3F
Oscar—-40
Arthur — 5T
Hector — 60

Teamwork
Darcy — 3G
Joshua — 4T
Alfie — 5C
Lily — 60

Self-belief
Maggie — 3F
Ayla-40
Kelly-Joe — 5T
Molly — 60

Respect
Freddie — 3F
Seb -40
Fleur—5T
Sienna — 60

School Fundraising Committee
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The School Fundraising Committee (SFC) are busy preparing for the Disco
on Friday 14th November. We are very keen for new members to support

our fundraising and help run their events. Please let Mr Humphries know if
you are interested.

If you or your business would be interested in sponsoring school events or

providing equipment or resources for our events please let Mr Humphries

know.
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Times Tables Rocks Leaderboard Boom Reader
Speed Class Most Reads
Rank | First Name Class Improvement 3F X

1 |Ayra udl -6.98 3G Michelle
Ruby a7 -3.31 Penny & Anaya
Anaya -1.39 4T Aoife
Eliza 4T -1.27 5C Herkus
Charlie 47 -0.97 5T Fleur
Oliver 4T -0.86 6l X
Valencia 5T -0.69 Hector
Martin 6l -0.2
Olivia 4T -0.18
Aoife aT -0.12
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Home Learning

By now you should have received the necessary passwords for our online learning platforms:
Boom Reader and TT Rockstars.

Boom Reader — this is an on-line reading log, and does not have online books for your child to
read. Once on the site all you need to do is log when your child reads. There is even the option
to for children to log for themselves. This allows us to keep a record of the texts and genres
each child reads. We would expect a minimum of 4 logs a week, this can be just parents, just
children or a mix. It would be great if it was more — they may just be our weekly star reader!

TT Rockstars — On TT Rockstars there are a number of options to practise your times tables.
Sound check is beneficial for practising against the clock in preparation for the Year 4 times
table check. Or to get up the school leader board, choose Studio!

Any problems please speak to your child’s class teacher.




Art Club

Our amazing Art Club have been busy working on their very
own mini ‘zines’—and they are looking incredible! Using
pastels, paint, and collage, each student is creating a
unique and expressive piece of art that will soon be
photocopied, folded, and transformed into beautiful
booklets to share with others.

The artists are working so hard and we can't wait to see
the final results.

How lucky the children are to have Miss Tipper and her
creative flair to inspire them!

Year 3 Spooky Art Workshop

Year 3 Outcome Afternoon

Year 3 welcomed their families into
school on Wednesday afternoon. After
their first half term of learning here at
TJS they were showcasing all of their
hard work. The children have worked
incredibly hard and are deservedly
proud of what they have achieved. They
started the day with an art workshop
learning how to use a range of different
materials to create fantastic outcomes
to go along with the marble mazes they

created in DT.




House Points
Our Houses

Throughout the half term, the children have enjoyed competing as a ,
house and collecting house points by demonstrating the school's learning a Sapphire
values and following the three school rules. Additionally, children can also .

. . o P Eme rald
gain house points for participating in TT Rockstars and Boom Read - the
children with the highest participation rates earn their house a house Ruby
point; and children with most reads in their class will also earn a house .
point.

The winning house each week gets one point on the main House Total Points

assembly board and the winning house this half term was Sapphire 2
Ruby. Emerald 0

Ruby 5

Feedback

As always we are grateful for your views and use this feedback to make

| will shortly be sending out our annual parent survey for you to complete. 25, 1 ”
changes and improvements so please complete this if you have the time. FE DBA 'J,K

Year 2 Open Evening and Tours

We will be hosting an Opening Evening and Parent / Carer Tours for prospective children currently in
Year 2 on the following dates:

Open Evening: Thursday 6" November at 5pm School admissions

Tour: Tuesday 11" November at 9:15am
"\_ i
Please let the office know if you are planning to attend.

Is your child moving onto Secondary School in September 2026?

Applications need to be submitted by 31st October 2025 at 23.59pm. Applications should be
submitted by using ‘Your Citizen Portal’ on Southampton City Council website.

For further information please visit:
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/schools-learning/find-school/apply-school/year-7/



https://www.southampton.gov.uk/schools-learning/find-school/apply-school/year-7/

School Attendance News

HERE EVERYDAY
READY ON TIME

Attendance Statistics

. ni;
Whole School Attendance Whole School Attendance o“\\\ u mré’g
this week this year to date

95.2% 95.0%

Number of children with over Number of children with over <
97% attendance this week 97% attendance this year "o,,b K
G X0
172 140 7 the key

Class Attendance for this week:

Weekly 3F 3G 40R 4T 5C 5T 6l 60H
Attendance

Attendance | 97.4% | 97.5% | 97.4% | 96.7% | 94.9% | 94.2% | 93.7% | 96.0%
Percentage

Getting Your Child to School Really Matters
Did You Know... ?

o Schond Year, M Yeuw Vot (Pt Wrnsed Fave Leat

At o rematoty

Please Encourage Punctuality to Maintain Attendance




Year 3 Update

Next half term, we will be learning...

Subject

Learning

Reading

Main texts: Hortense & The Shadow
How the Grinch Stole Christmas

Writing

Persuasive letters and newspaper reports

Guided Reading

| don't like poetry

Maths

Multiplication & Division and worded problems

Science

Forces & Magnets

Geography

The UK

PSHE

Celebrating Differences

RE

Angels

Art

Fairy tale lllustrations

Computing

Stop-motion animation

Music

Mountains

Spanish

Aprendo Espanol — greetings and colours

PE

Multi Skills

Games

Football & Basketball

Townhill Junior School
Learning is the key to success




Year 4 Updates

Next half term, we will be learning...

Subject Learning

Reading Misadventures of Frederick
Writing Persuasive letters & newspaper reports
Guided Reading Everest

Maths Multiplication and division
Science Sound

PSHE Celebrating differences

RE Holiness

Geography Europe — Greece

Art European Artists
Computing Audio editing

Music Rock ‘N’ Roll

Spanish | know how to...

PE European Dance

Games Football & Basketball

Townhill Junior School
Learning is the key to success




Year 5 Updates

Next half term, we will be learning...

Subject

Learning

Reading

Main texts: Elio

Writing

Persuasive letters & newspaper reports

Guided Reading

The Thousand Year Old Boy

Maths

Multiplication & division, graphs, fractions

Science

Earth & Space

PSHE

Celebrating Differences

RE

Interpretation

History

Anglo Saxons

DT

Resistant Materials: Pop-Up Books

Computing

Vector Drawing

Spanish

Presenting myself

Music

Blues

PE

Anglo Saxon Dance

Games

Football & Basketball

Townhill Junior School
Learning is the key to success




Year 6 Updates

Next half term, we will be learning...

Subject

Learning

Reading

Main text: Macbeth

Writing

Persuasive letter & newspapers reports

Guided Reading

Shakespeare
Then

Maths

Fractions, Decimals and Percentages

Science

Living Things and their Habitats

PSHE

Celebrating Differences

RE

Prophecy

History

Victorians & The Industrial Revolution

DT/Art

Art - Sculptures

Computing

3D Modelling — Tinkercad

Music

WW?2 Songs

Spanish

In the Classroom

PE

Circuit Training

Games

Football & Basketball

Townhill Junior School

Learning is the key to success




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

B

A/

‘\ What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

. FORTNITE

With over 650 million registered users, Fortnite remains one of the most played and discussed online

updates, and offers practical safety tips to help address them.

)
WHAT ARE v games globally. Known for its vibrant graphics, fast-paced gameplay, and cultural crossovers with
R’SKS’ ‘ everything from music artists to superhero franchises, the game continues to capture the attention of
THE = young people. This guide outlines the risks trusted adults need to know about, including game
]

ALWAYS ONLINE

There's no single-player, offline mode in @
Fortnite; it can only be played online. Internet
access can sometimes be an issue when you're
out and about, both in terms of connectivity and
using up data. You may find that dedicated,
young Fortnite players are often less enthusiastic
about family time or trips away - such as days
outand holidays - than you might expect.

IN-GAME COSTS

Fortnite is free to download and play, but

it does offer various additional purchases -
limited-time cosmetic ‘skins’, music tracks,
LEGO items, and battle passes. Children can

feel pressured to spend money on V-Bucks — the
in-game currency - to avoid missing out,
particularly as exclusive items rotate frequently.
Some items may not return to the store for
years, while Battle Pass rewards are often “gone
when they're gone”.

e
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VIRTUAL VIOLENCE - [ J
POW!

There's no avoiding that Fortnite is

about shooting other players to eliminate
them from the contest. That said, there’s no
blood or gore. The violence is rendered in a
cartoonish style, and there are frequent comical
touches to lighten the mood, such as
mini-games and emotes. Guns and other
weapons often look and behave realistically, so
discretion is advised. Past seasons have

il and references from
mature franchises like The Witcher and Halo.

-
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CROSSPLAY AND
PARTY CHAT

Fortnite is popular with many gamers of various
ages. Crossplay allows friends to play with each
other, regardless of whether they‘re on an Xbox,
PlayStation, Nintendo Switch or PC, while the
Party Chat feature allows them to talk to each
other during the game. This can put youngsters
at risk of exposure to strangers, inappropriate
language, and cyberbullying.

v e
FREQUENT UPDATES

Seasonal releases introduce new map

changes, gameplay mechanics, and
cosmetics. Ongoing updates can increase
screen time and potential for obsession as
children try to unlock rewards before the season
ends. These regular renewals help to hold
players’ interest, but also give young gamers
plenty of reasons to keep coming back. Seasons
often change thematically.

Ay T

POP CULTURE
REFERENCES »

Part of Fortnite’s appeal is its ongoing
crossovers with other popular franchises,
ranging from films and TV shows like Power
Rangers and Avatar: The Last Airbender, to
comic book characters including Batman. Other
collaborations with series, artists, and
influencers may expose children to music,
language, or ideas that are more suitable for
older audiences.

7
DISCUSS SAFE SOCIAL INTERACTION

Talk with children about who they're playing with online. Coordinate play

time with the child’s friends for socialisation and safety in numbers. Encourage
them to avoid private voice chats with strangers and remind them not to share
personal information. Use real-life examples to explain potential risks, and remind
them that if they see something concerning, they should tell a trusted adult.

SET SPENDING LIMITS

Fortnite’s rotating store is a not-so-subtle mechanism for coaxing players

into buying sought-after items before they disappear for weeks or months.

This could lead to surprise transactions on bank cards if children are tempted into
an impulse purchase. Parents could consider getting a prepaid card for the child or
ensuring that purchases require adult authorisation. This can be done through
parental settings on a console or account settings in the Epic Games app on PC.

Fa
Meet Our Expert

Lloyd Coombes is an experienced freelance writer and has been working in
the gaming and tech industry for seven years. A regular visitor to the App
Store to try out new tools, he's also a parent and therefore understands the
importance of online safety. He's also a tech and fitness writer and has been
published at sites including IGN, TechRadar, and plenty more.

LU LN

X @wake_up_weds ] /wuwthenationalcollege

ENJOY FORTNITE TOGETHER

Fortnite also offers split-screen play that two people can play ‘
simultaneously on the same console or computer. This can be a good option for
siblings or for when a child’s friends visit, but it also offers an opportunity for
parents to do something fun with their child, while making sure they're playing

the game safely. Who knows? You might even teach them a thing or two!

BE WARY OF SCAMS

The immense popularity of Fortnite with younger audiences — that are generally
more trusting - means there’s no shortage of scammers looking to fraudulently
obtain passwords and other personal data through techniques like phishing. As
the developers point out on many of Fortnite’s loading screens, they never ask for a
player’s account password outside of the game. Make sure any young player
knows this.

National
College’

@wake.upwednesday " @wakeupweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 22.10.2025




Adverts

CAN YOU HELP?

WE ARE COLLECTING
SELECTION BOXES AND
ADVENT CALENDARS FOR
THE CHOCOLATE ELF

THE CHOCOLATE ELF SUPPORTS CHILDREN’S HOMES, CHILDREN IN
CARE, WOMEN'S REFUGES AND CHILDREN'S RESPITE CENTRES
ACROSS HAMPSHIRE.

OUR MISSION IS TO ENSURE NO CHILD MISSES OUT ON CHRISTMAS J B
MAGIC. YOUR GIFT WILL TRULY IMPROVE A CHILD'S DAY. ADRESS:UP AS POKEMON, KUNGJFU
0N \pANDA, MULAN AND OTHER
| EASTERN THEMES!

facebook.com/groups/TheChocolateElf




MAKE IT A HALF TERM
TO REMEMBER!

SAINTSU21S ' = REALMADRID

WEDNESDAY 28 OCTOBER KO 7PM
FREE TICKETS

Enjoy all of the additional fun ond entertainment StMary’s Stadium hos to offer!

WHAT’S ON o Sy todtendin

P city of Opgortaniny Crrycouncil

OCTOBER *ses

Wizard Sehool ~ Halloween at Tudor House
Won 27 and Tues 20 October | 10 304m, 12om of © Thurs 30 October | Wam - 8pm {last admascn
130pm | Yuder House | £8 A15pm) | Tugor Houss | FREE

At foé ALL: Puamghll Printing 146} | Cruap down to Tuscr Houze.. I you dare - Its the

Art Gallary | £4

See venue websites for further details on events and to book

seacitymuseum.couk tudorhouseandgarden.com | southamptoncityartgaliery.com




luderhouse anggarden.corn
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& OCTOBER

& SOCCER SCHOOLS

AGES 5 - 13

! This one-day outdoor course is perfect fo

o explore the great outdoors
‘ ©

of Kelly Kettles,

of an experienced

www.youthoptions.org.uk

Youth Options is ¢ 108 d Charity (10564463

PRESCHOOLS

A CHILDCARE PREVENTION TARGETED  PROGRESSION




HALF TERM
AY ¥YHE LIBRARY

Creepy Crafts

27" October 2025 atBitterne Library
31st October at Woolston Library

10.30am - 12.30pm
Join us if you dare! Create your own ‘Creepy Scene’ to
take home

Hedgehog Trail

i 28" October to 31st October 2025
HEDGEHOG 10am - 4pm

Lordshill Library Library
10 Hedgehogs are hidden round the library! Come and
find them and collect a sticker!

Al + Imagination Workshop

Stories for a Greener Planet
28" October 2025
10.30am - 12pm

Southampton Central Library
Children will explore climate action through storytelling
and new technologies in the free 90 minute creative
workshop delivered by Southampton University

Spider web craft and

haunted jam jars

28" October 2025 - Lordshill Library

10.30am - 12pm
Come and make some spooktacular crafts to take home.

Southampton
Arts and
Humanities
Festival

6th - 15th November 2025

Online and m-person activities and events

7 Save the dates

EXPLORE
HUMAN
EXPERIENCE

Arts and Humanities Day

Free activities, workshops, exhibitions and talks

Saturday 8" November 2025

Southampton Cultural Quarter

/1 Save the date
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Read in the bath
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After Half Term at Re:MindSeee

3rd - 7th November 2025

SEND Legal Advice
Clinic

Wednesday 5th Novmeber
12.30pm

We are linking with Shentons Solicitors to
offer dree SEND legal advice clinics to
our Re:Minds families who require advice
around education, tribunals, appeals etc.

Please email info@reminds.org.uk
to book a slot,
or follow the link on the event

= o Shentons

Salicitors

Shirley Support Group
Friday 7th November 10am

Join us for a friendly cuppa with others
who truly ‘get it’

Meet fellow parents/carers, chat about the ups &
downs of neurodiversity and mental health in our
children, share experiences, pick up top tips and get
support & advice from the Re:Minds team

No need to book, just drop in! There’s no cost to
attend and you’ll be warmly welcomed!

You can also access the book & sensory library while
you’re here

This is an adults only group unless otherwise stated
Find us at:
St James Road Methodist Church, SO15 SHE ﬁ
Upstairs in Room 7
Access is from the rear of the church via the car park
Plas let us kw if you need to use i

ampshire and Isle of Wight

Please email info@reminds.org.uk to book your space at the clinic.
You do not need to book to attend support groups - just come along!

& COMMUNITY Solent
with +hank9 to B NHS Trust




Dates for the Year

AUTUMN TERM 2025
27t — 315 October
Friday, 14" November
24 — 28 November
Tuesday, 16" December

Wednesday, 17" December
Friday, 19*" December

SPRING TERM 2026
Monday, 5% January
19t — 23" January
Friday, 13" February

16" — 20t February
Monday, 23" February
Thursday, 5% March

gth — 13 March
Tuesday, 24" March
Wednesday, 25" March
Friday, 27*" March

SUMMER TERM 2026

Monday, 13" April
Wednesday, 22" April
Thursday, 23" April
Friday, 24*" April
Thursday, 30™ April
Monday, 4" May

11t - 14 May

Friday, 22" May

25t - 29t May
Friday, 5% June
Friday, 19*" June
22" - 26" June
Monday, 29" June
Wednesday, 1 July
Thursday, 2" July
Friday, 3" July

Friday, 10*" July
Friday, 17th July
Monday, 20" July
Tuesday, 22" July

Half Term

Disco (5:30pm - 7pm)
Assessment Week

Whole School Church visit (9am)
Carols by Candlelight (5pm)
Christmas Lunch

End of Term (3.15pm)

“Ney - B
9 is the key *°

Spring Term begins

Y6 Mock SATs Week

‘Break the Rules’ Non Uniform Day
Disco (5:30pm - 7pm)

Half Term

INSET Day

World Book Day & Dress Up Day
Assessment Week

Parents Evening (3:30pm — 7:00pm not 5T)
Parents Evening (3:30pm — 5:00pm)
‘Break the Rules’ Non Uniform Day
End of Term: (3.15pm)

Summer Term begins

Y6 SATS Parents Evening Event (6:00pm)
Spanish Language Day

Disco (5:30pm - 7pm)

Y3 Hilliers Trip

Bank Holiday

SATs Week (Y6)

Y6 Careers Fair (pm)

‘Break the Rules’ Non Uniform Day
Half Term

Disco (5:30pm — 7pm )

INSET Day

Assessment Week (Y3 -5)

Year 2 Parents Evening (5:30pm)
Transfer Day

Y3 & Y4 (9am — 11:30am) Sports Day
Y5 & Y6 (9am — 11:30am) Sports Day
(Reserve Sports Day: Mon 6% July)

Y4 Itchen Valley Teambuilding Day
Year 6 Leavers Prom (6.30pm — 8:30pm)
Y6 Leavers Celebration Event (6:00pm)
End of Term: (3.15pm)




Wishing you a wonderful half term break from all the team at TJS!

Contact Us
Should you need to contact us:
Townhill Junior School

Benhams Road

Townbhill Park

Southampton

S0O18 2NX

Tel: 02380473611

Email: info@townhilljuniorschool.co.uk

Visit our website at: https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/



https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/

