
 

 

 

Townhill Junior School Newsletter - May 2025 

Welcome to our school newsletter 

 

In this issue... 

• Headteacher's Welcome 

• Wonderwall Winners and Leaderboards 

• Sports News 

• Drama Club Performance 

• Careers Fair  

• Book Talk Challenge 

• House Points 

• Speech Competition 

• School Fundraising Committee & Disco 

• Home Learning 

• Year Group News 

• Attendance 

• Online Safety 

• Adverts 

• Key Dates 

• Contact Us 

 



 

 

 

Headteacher's Welcome 
 

This half term has gone really quickly and the weather has really 

made it feel like summer.  We also have so much to look forward to 

in the remaining half term including: Sports Days, the Year 6 Prom, 

lots of trips and of course Transfer Day on Wednesday 2nd July. 

This past 5 weeks has been absolutely brilliant and very busy with a 

real community feel for our VE Day celebrations and some 

wonderful praise from people outside the school community who 

have commented on and commended the children for their fantastic attitudes. Year 6 made us very 

proud at our Careers Fair: several of the speakers praised their excellent behaviour and fantastic levels 

of engagement. Year 3 were also wonderfully engaged with their activities at Hilliers Garden Centre 

where the staff there praised them for their questions and manners.  

In school, the children have been equally brilliant: Year 3 have produced some excellent letters in role as 

Edward Tulane; Year 4 have been Egyptologists, exploring the ancient pyramids and the tombs of the 

pharaohs; Year 5 have been inspired by two books – Here We Are and Wild Robot which have led to 

some fantastic writing outcomes; Year 6 worked so hard on their SATs, showing real resilience, and have 

since started to produce some great work on The Arrival. 

Throughout the term, and particularly during SATs Week, we have seen fantastic teamwork across the 

school and the support that was given to ensure that the children had the very best conditions to do 

well in their SATs made us even prouder than ever of the children and staff. 

That just leaves me to thank the staff and governors for all of their continued efforts: the children of 

Townhill are thriving because of this. 

Have a great half term, 

Mr Humphries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wonderwall Winners        Times Tables Rocks Leaderboard 

Congratulations to all our Wonderwall Winners  

 who received their certificates and pin badge in  

assembly. The winners were: 

3G: Alfie W 

3T: Joanne 

4P: Fleur 

4T: Seth  

5I: Harley   

5OH: Charley  

6C: Shaya 

6O: Bradley  

6S: Tommy 

Sport: James (6S) 

 

    

 

Boom Reader                 Spelling Shed 

                                
 

 

 

 

 

Rank First Name Class 
Correct 

Answers 

1 Jaivon 4T 18282 

2 Divino 4T 15022 

3 Kaci-Jai 4T 13083 

4 Lily 5OH 6375 

5 Desandu 5I 6072 

6 Paul 6S 2801 

7 Mia 6S 2345 

8 Jesaiah 4T 1948 

9 Gloria 6S 1528 

10 Sarah 4P 1187 

Rank Pupil Class Score Total Score 

1 Janelle O 3G 12,375,936 112,933,975 

2 Mysha M 5I 9,413,291 56,275,677 

3 Desandu G 5I 5,421,434 33,596,471 

4 Rhema A 3T 4,448,136 57,398,497 

5 Joshua O 3G 3,623,794 3,623,794 

6 Finley W 4T 1,941,592 4,134,052 

7 Charis M 4P 1,614,526 138,788,396 

8 Charlie S 3G 1,435,068 46,280,901 

9 Hector G 5OH 1,404,678 48,705,026 

10 Bella-Grace  4P 758,176 2,323,378 

Class Most Reads 

3G Oliver P & Louis 

3T Oscar 

4P Herkus 

4T Connor P 

5I Desandu 

5OH Desandi 

6C    X 

6O X 

6S Jasmine 

Weekly Class 
Winner 

3G 



 

 

Sports News 

In year 3 our children have been working on dances from across the world! They have been comparing 

the music and moves between the dances and worked really well on their timing. 

Our year 4 children looked at rhythmic gymnastics. The children created routines using jumps, rolls and 

balances which they then added in using a hoop, ball or ribbon to the routine.  

Year 5 have been looking at twisting and turning and using the apparatus to build them into gymnastic 

routines, showing some impressive control in their landings and movement. 

In year 6, the children have been busy choreographing modern dance routines for their end of year 

celebrations, which will be performed at their leavers event at the end of term. 

The half term finished with a House based cricket tournament in Games Lessons. The results were: 

 

Sport Values – Summer 1 

Best Dressed – 3G 

Determination 

Timur – 3T 

Alfie W – 4P  

Amelia – 5OH 

Orla – 6O 

 

Passion 

Alfie W – 3G 

Kaci-Jai – 4T  

Woody – 5OH 

Oliver S – 6S 

 

Honesty 

Kaya – 3T 

Renesmai – 4P  

Alyssia – 5I 

Evie-Grace – 6C 

 

 

House Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Total Points 

Sapphire 90 82 39 92 326 1 

Emerald 72 72 66 135 345 3 

Ruby 72 103 52 102 329 2 

Teamwork 

Lucia – 3T 

Ava – 4P 

Reggie – 5I 

Tommy – 6S 

 

Self Belief 

Kacper – 3T 

Dexter – 4P 

Oliver S – 5OH 

Shaya – 6C 

 

Respect 

Sasha – 3G 

Remisa – 4P 

Alexandra – 5I 

Theodore – 6O 



 

 

Drama Club Performance 

Our fantastic Drama Club have had a very busy week. On Monday it was time for a final rehearsal 

in front of the whole school during assembly which helped to get the nerves out of the way. 

Then on Wednesday they had their evening performance on the stage with parents and family 

members there to watch. Their performance of 

Matilda was the culmination of months of hard 

work learning lines and the songs of the musical 

under the expert direction of Mrs McAllister. 

There were some fantastic performances and 

some very positive feedback from the audiences 

at both shows. We are looking forward to seeing 

what the Drama Club have in store for their next 

performance. If it has inspired your child to get 

involved please get them to speak to Mrs 

McAllister.     

 

Year 6 Careers Fair 

Following their busy week of SATs last week, it was time for Year 6 to think about their futures 

and consider what type of job they might go into when they are older. We were fortunate to 

have a number of professionals across various industries come into school to talk to groups of 

our Year 6 children who asked a number of thoughtful and probing questions to see if any of 

the professions they were learning about could be their future job. The children got to hear 

from the following: 

❖ Vet 

❖ University Technician and Artist  

❖ Fireman 

❖ Police Officer 

❖ Nurse 

❖ Global Sales Businessman 

❖ Mortgage Advice Manager  

❖ Beautician 

❖ Structural Engineer 

❖ 3D Modeller & Animator 

 

We were extremely grateful for all their support and honesty in engaging with our pupils and 

answering their questions. 



 

 

Book Talk Challenge 

Mrs Gregory has entered the school into 

a Literacy Trust Book Talk Competition 

where prizes can be won for the winning 

year group. The children need to make a 

note of the different genres they are 

reading and then have to tell someone 

about them to earn a book to stick onto 

the Reading Tree on display in each year 

group area. The half term break is the 

perfect time to get started and log those 

reads. We will keep you updated 

through our weekly newsletter. 
 

House Points 

Throughout the half term, the children have enjoyed competing in houses and 

collecting house points by demonstrating the school's learning values and following 

the three school rules. Additionally, children can also gain house points for 

participating in TT Rockstars, Spelling Shed, Boom Read and the House Cricket 

competition.  

After a very closely fought contest, congratulations to the winning house for 

Summer 1… Ruby! On the first Friday back, they will get the opportunity to be ‘first’ 

for everything including school dinners and breaktimes. They will also have a longer break and lunch 

time than the other children. 
 

Summer 1 

Standings: 

 

 

Speech Competition 

 

During the last half term we will be launching our annual TJS Speech 

Competition. Each child will have the chance to research and prepare a 

speech about something that interests them that they will then have 

the opportunity to share with their class. Why not use the half term 

break to come up with a theme for the speech. 

 

 

House Weekly Points Cricket Total Points 

Sapphire 0 1 1 

Emerald 2 3 5 

Ruby 4 2 6 



 

 

School Fundraising Committee 

 

Our wonderful SFC team will be selling Father's Day gifts for the children 

to buy at the disco and then in the week leading up to the event on 

Sunday 15th June. 

 

The discos, run by the SFC, is on Friday 6th June and tickets are 

available through Arbor. 

 

Home Learning 

A reminder of the expectations…. 

Boom Reader – this is an on-line reading log, and does not have online books for your child to 

read. Once on the site all you need to do is log when your child reads. There is even the option 

to for children to log for themselves. This allows us to keep a record of the texts and genres 

each child reads. We would expect a minimum of 4 logs a week, this can be just parents, just 

children or a mix. It would be great if it was more – they may just be our weekly star reader! 

TT Rockstars – On TT Rockstars there are a number of options to practise your times tables. 

Sound check is beneficial for practising against the clock in preparation for the Year 4 times 

table check. Or to get up the school leader board, choose Studio! 

Spelling Shed – Once logged on your child should head to assignments where games have been 

allocated that match the current pattern / rule being learnt in school. We would expect the 

children to spend ten minutes, 4 x a week playing these games.  

Any problems please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next half term, we will be learning… 

Subject Learning 

Reading Main texts: Hunter Gatherer, plus a selection of 
poems 

Writing Speech, Poetry and Narrative  
Using a range of poems and film clips  

Maths Data handling & Time 

Science Plants 

PSHE Changing Me 

RE Protection 

History Stone Age to Bronze Age 

DT Bread making 

Computing Programming 

Spanish Instruments 

PE & Games Athletics and Gymnastics 
 

 

 

 

What we have been learning this half term:  

• Maths = Fraction word problems, angles, 2D and 3D shapes and perimeter 

• English = The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane has allowed us to write 

narratives and letters in role 

• Guided Reading = The boys who grew dragons by Andy Shepherd 

• Geography = Circles of the World: the equator and the Tropics: 3 climates: 

polar, temperate and tropical 

• Science = Completed our ‘Light’ unit and began looking at ‘Plants’ 

• Spanish =  Las Frutas (fruits) 

• Art = Art in Nature – sculptures 

• Computing = Coding 

• PE & Games = Dances from around the World & Cricket 

• RE = Sacred – Places of Worship 

• PSHE = Relationships 

• Music = Jazz 

 



 

 

 

 

Next half term, we will be learning… 

Subject Learning 

Reading Main text: White Giraffe by Lauren St John 

Writing Speech, Poetry and Narrative 
Main text: The Village That Vanished by 
Ann Grifalconi  

Maths Position and movement, shapes 

PSHE Changing me 

RE Symbols  

History  Ancient Egypt 

DT Woodwork 

Computing Repetition in games 

Spanish Los helados (ice cream) 

PE Line Dancing & Athletics 

 
  

What have we have been learning this half term: 

• English: The House with Chicken Legs 

• Maths: Area and measure  

• History: The Ancient Egyptians  

• Science: Electricity  

• RE: Devotion and how Hindus show this 

• Art: Kente / Adinkra cloths 

• Computing: Repetition in shapes 

• PSHE: Relationships 

• Spanish: Los Helados (Ice Creams) 

• Music: Samba instruments 

• PE: Gymnastics and Cricket  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next half term, we will be learning… 

 

 

 

Subject Learning 

Reading The Savage by David Almond 

Writing Speech, Poetry and Narrative 
Main Text: Be The Change: Poems to 
help you save the world 

Maths Volume 

Science Properties of Materials 

PSHE Relationships 

RE Umma (Community) 

Geography North America 

DT/Art North American Art: Keith Haring 

Computing Selection in quizzes  

Music Musical Theatre 

Spanish En el café (In the café) 

PE & Games Indian Dance and Athletics 

What we have been learning this half-term: 

• English: Non-chronological reports based on Here We Are by Oliver 

Jeffers 

• Reading: Wild Robot by Peter Brown 

• Maths: Measurement: distance, weight, time, area and perimeter 

• Science: Properties of materials 

• Geography: North America 

• RE: Sacred places 

• DT: Making Apple Crumbles 

• PSHE: Relationships 

• Computing: Selection in physical computing using crumble kits  

• Spanish: En el café (in the café) 

• Music: Looping and re-mixing 

• PE: Twisting & Turning, and cricket 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next half term, we will be learning… 

 

Subject Learning 

Reading Main Text: Overheard in a Tower Block by 
Joseph Coelho  

Writing Speech, Poetry and Narrative 
Main Text: Boy in the Tower by  Polly Ho-Yen 

Maths Word Problems / Consolidation  

Science Electricity 

PSHE Changing Me 

RE Peace 

History The Mayans 

Computing Coding – using a Micro:bit 

Music Baroque 

PE & Games Dance & Athletics 

What we have been learning this half-term: 

We are so proud of the children for how unbelievably hard they have 

worked through SATs week! It has been a busy half-term packed with 

learning and we ended it with a focus on writing and our Careers Fair! 

• English: Different genres based on The Arrival  

• Maths: Position, Movement and Statistics  

• Computing: Coding games with variables using Scratch 

• RE: Death Ceremonies 

• Science: Light  

• DT: Bird Boxes 

• PSHE: Relationships 

• Spanish: Tienes una mascota? (Do you have a pet?) 

• Music: Composing a leavers song 

• PE: Leavers Dance & Cricket 

        



 

 

School Attendance News 

 

Attendance Statistics 

Whole School Attendance 
this week 

 

94.1% 

Whole School Attendance 
this year to date 

 

93.9% 

Number of children with over  
97% attendance this week 

 

216 

Number of children with over  
97% attendance this year 

 

120 

 

Class Attendance for this week: 27th – 31st January 

Weekly 
Attendance 

3G 3T 4P 4T 5I 5OH 6C 6O 6S 

Attendance 
Percentage 

95.9% 97.2% 93.9% 100% 98.2% 91.3% 93.0% 89.3% 97.6% 

Difference 
on last week 

+1.2% -1.2% -1.1% +13.8% +8.0% -3.9% -7.0% -7.6% -0.4% 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Book Your Tickets Here 

 

 

 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/national-oceanography-centre-world-ocean-open-day-tickets-1251819589089?utm_ID=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery


 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

26th – 30th May  : Half Term 
Friday, 6th June  : Discos Y3/4 (5:00pm) & Y5/6 (6:45pm) 
Friday, 13th June : Y6 Paultons Trip 
Friday, 20th June : INSET Day 
23rd – 27th June  : Assessment Week (Y3 –5) 
23rd – 27th June  : Y6 Enterprise Week 
Wednesday, 25th June : 3G Pizza Express Trip 
Wednesday, 2nd July : Transfer Day 
    Year 2 Parents Evening (5:30pm) 
Thursday, 3rd July : Y3 & Y4 (9am – 11:30am) Sports Day 
Friday, 4th July  : Y5 & Y6 (9am – 11:30am) Sports Day 
    (Reserve Sports Day: Mon 7th July) 
Tuesday, 8th July : Y4 Itchen Valley Teambuilding Day 
Wednesday, 9th July : 3T Pizza Express Trip 
Friday, 18th July : Year 6 Leavers Prom (6.30pm – 8:30pm)   
Monday, 21st July : Y6 Leavers Celebration Event (6:00pm) 
Tuesday, 22nd July : End of Term: (3.15pm) 
 

INSET Days for 2025/26 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

Thursday 4th September 2025 

Friday 10th October 2025 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 19th June 2026 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Should you need to contact us: 

 

Townhill Junior School 

Benhams Road 

Townhill Park 

Southampton 

SO18 2NX 

Tel:  02380 473611 

Email:  info@townhilljuniorschool.co.uk 

 

Visit our website at: https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/ 

https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/

