
 

 

 

Townhill Junior School Newsletter – April 2025 

Welcome to our school newsletter 
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Welcome 

Dear parents and carers, 

This has been an extremely busy and productive half term with many 
exciting learning opportunities and experiences. We had various activities 
and author workshops linked to World Book Day. Then this week a group 
of Year 4 children went to The Gregg School to learn about different 
foreign languages and to see how these link to the Spanish that they have 
already learned, and a group of writers in Year 6 got to see a performance 
of Hamilton at The Mayflower Theatre.  
 
In class, the children have continued to dig deep into our curriculum. In Year Three, the children have 
been reading Krindlekrax as the hook to enable the children to produce some wonderful writing. In Year 
4, they have been using data loggers to really investigate our school site and both made and tasted 
Greek dips to go with their history work on Ancient Greece. In Year 5, they have travelled back in time to 
the era of the Highway Man and producing some fantastic writing inspired by this. Year 6 have also been 
looking at the Earth but have gone even deeper, by learning about earthquakes, volcanoes and how the 
planet is formed. If you want to know more about the topics we cover, be sure to take a look at the 
Curriculum section on the school website. There are also examples of the children’s outcomes there too.  
 
As ever, I am very grateful to all of our teachers and staff for working so hard to encourage our pupils’ 
learning and for the support of our parents and wider community. It was lovely to see so many of you at 
Parents Evening and I thank you for supporting the school and your children so fantastically. 
 
Have a wonderful break and I look forward to seeing you all back at the start of the Summer term on 
Tuesday 22nd April, after the Easter Bank Holiday. 
 

Mr Humphries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wonderwall 

Our Wonderwall Winners announced in assembly on Friday were: 

3G: Ayra  3T: Blessing 

4P: Isaac   4T: Elizabeth 

5I: Alyssia   5OH: George 

6C: Pheebe  6O: Max B  

6S: Jessica D  PE: Sarah (4P)  
 

 

House Points 

Throughout the half term, the children have enjoyed competing in houses and collecting house points by 

demonstrating the school's learning values and following the three school rules. Additionally, children 

can also gain house points for participating in TT Rockstars, Spelling Shed and Boom Read.  

After a very closely fought contest, congratulations to the winning house for Spring 

1… Sapphire! On the first Friday back, they will get the opportunity to be ‘first’ for 

everything including school dinners and breaktimes. They will also have a longer 

break and lunch time than the other children. 
 

Spring 2 Standings: 

 

 

 

Easter 

We started the week with an Easter assembly led by Jo and Luke from Bitterne 

Church of Ascension. Then on Friday, the Easter break got off to a fantastic start 

with each child taking home some an Easter bucket, paints and chocolate courtesy 

of our wonderful partners at Big Difference. This fantastic charity supports our 

families at their pantry and wanted to ensure every child in the school had a treat 

to take home for the holidays. We are extremely grateful to the team for all their 

support. 

The SFC also provided prizes for our Easter raffle. There were 356 tickets sold, 

meaning we raised £356 for school projects. The draw took place in assembly 

on Friday afternoon and the star prize was a brand new bike which was won by 

Adam in 5OH.  

House Total Points 

Sapphire 3 

Emerald 2 

Ruby 2 



 

 

Big Difference Pantry Visit 

Following our successful recent visits, you can now jump on board the school 
minibus and join Mrs Austin on a visit to the Big Difference food pantry, 'a social 
supermarket in Northam providing accessible and healthy food and drinks at 
reduced prices.' This is a great way to stock up on essentials and socialise with 
other TJS parents! Coffee and cake are then available back at school. 
 
Upcoming trips - Thursday 9th May at 10.10am-11.30am Tickets are £1 per person. 
Please contact Mrs Austin or the office to reserve a seat! 

 

Trip to see Hamilton 

Last Tuesday, a group of Year 6 writers got to watch a special 
performance of Hamilton at the Mayflower Theatre. The children 
were all given programmes and after enjoying the performance 
they got to go to the stage area to see how the show was put 
together and hear from some of the cast and crew about their 
roles. They have since written reviews of the performance and 
sent them to the production company. 
 

 

Unexplained Incident near Year 3 
On Wednesday, Year 3 came into 

school to find there had been a 

disturbance overnight. The drain 

cover had been opened and unusual 

footprints could be seen on the 

ground and up the wall. This led to 

an important investigation by the 

Year 3 children and some impressive 

writing outcomes.  

Year 6 Art Work 

Year 6 have been using Pop Art as the 

inspiration for their outcome pieces. Using 

bright colours and dot formations they 

used a range of media to produce some 

wonderful art work.  

 

 

 



 

 

Sports News 

It has been a busy half-term of sport here at TJS with a focus on our success in Cross Country and Indoor 
Athletics. The children did superbly with some impressive results: 
 
Gold (Lower School Boys Team): Jaivon, Jesaiah, Herkus, Alfie 
Bronze (Lower School Girls Team): Kaya, Sasha, Elizabeth, Sarah 
Bronze (Upper School Boys Team): Callum, Connor G, Oliver S, Peterclever 
Bronze (March Hare Boys): Callum, Connor G, Jaivon, Jesaiah 
Bronze (March Hare Girls): Amayah, Esme, Kaya, Sasha 
 
It has also been exciting to take our Lower School and Upper School rugby teams to St Mark’s school for 
the city tournival getting to play matches against a number of other schools in the city and the 
performances by our teams, many who were representing TJS for the first team, were excellent and they 
represented TJS brilliantly. 
 

In the curriculum, Year 3 have been developing their gymnastics with a series of circuits to improve their 

technique. Year 4 also did gymnastics and looked at springing and landing from apparatus. Year 5 

designed a dance based on the journey of a river and continued with their swimming lessons to keep to 

a water theme! Meanwhile year 6 have been looking at creating group routines in gymnastics with a 

focus on symmetry. In Games, each year group has focused on different elements of rugby which linked 

in with our after school club and the tournaments that we participated in. 

Sports Values Awards – Spring 2 

Best Dressed – 4T 

 

Passion 

Darcey 3G 

Arthur 4P 

Joshua 5OH 

Nathan 6O 

 

Determination 

Ayla 3T 

Sasha 3G 

Sarah 4P 

Phoebe 5I 

 

Honesty 

Jaxon 3T 

Tymon 4T 

Hector 5OH 

Theodore 6O 

 

 

Teamwork 

Harley 3T 

Lena 4T 

Molly 5OH 

Lili 6S 

 

Self belief 

Lincoln 3G 

Jayde 4T 

Clarke 5I 

Daniel 6C 

 

Respect 

Rhema 3T 

Renesmai 4P 

Matilda 5OH 

Andrea 6S 

 

 



 

 

Boom Reader Leaderboard               Spelling Shed Leaderboard  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TT Rocks Leaderboard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rank Pupil Class Score Total Score 

1 Idah  5OH 10,389,038 152,048,337 

2 Mysha  5I 7,030,386 39,707,599 

3 Cody  6S 4,244,000 6,920,614 

4 Oscar C 3T 3,407,576 11,569,050 

5 Janelle  3G 2,984,528 88,372,091 

6 Leo B 6S 2,375,648 54,733,798 

7 Tawfiq  5I 2,045,555 44,007,792 

8 Paul  6S 1,732,432 1,732,432 

9 Charis  4P 1,647,352 121,315,358 

10 Hope  4P 1,540,404 6,945,062 

Class Most Reads 

3G Louis 

3T Kaya 

4P Herkus 

4T Finley 

5I X 

5OH Matilda 

6C Andrea 

6O Max B 

6S Eli 

Weekly Class 
Winner 

3G 

Rank First Name Class Correct Answers  

1 Desandu 5I 3629 

2 Connor 4T 1476 

3 Kacper 3T 1268 

4 Desandi 5OH 909 

5 Kara 5I 874 

6 Callum 4P 833 

7 Fleur 4P 806 

8 Hope 4P 792 

9 Ava 4P 741 

10 Divino 4T 716 



 

 

Home Learning 

A reminder of the expectations…. 

Boom Reader – this is an on-line reading log, and does not have online books for your child to read. 

Once on the site all you need to do is log when your child reads. There is even the option to for children 

to log for themselves. This allows us to keep a record of the texts and genres each child reads. We would 

expect a minimum of 4 logs a week, this can be just parents, just children or a mix. It would be great if it 

was more – they may just be our weekly star reader! 

TT Rockstars – On TT Rockstars there are a number of options to practise your times tables. Sound check 

is beneficial for practising against the clock in preparation for the Year 4 times table check. Or to get up 

the school leader board, choose Studio! 

Spelling Shed – Once logged on your child should head to assignments where games have been 

allocated that match the current pattern / rule being learnt in school. We would expect the children to 

spend ten minutes, 4 x a week playing these games.  

Any problems please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What we have been learning this term:  

• Maths = Fractions: adding, subtracting, equivalents and finding fractions of an 

amount. 

• English = Using Krindlekrax by Philip Ridley we have investigated characters, 

written narratives and created newspaper reports. 

• Geography = The UK: countries, capitals, mountains, rivers and describing 

human and physical features. 

• Science = Light: How we see things, shadows, reflective surfaces and keeping 

eyes safe 

• Spanish = Nursery Rhymes 

• DT = Sewing Roman Games 

• Computing = Branching databases 

• PE & Games = Roman invasion themed dance & rugby. 

• RE = Suffering in the Easter Story. 

• PSHE = Healthy Me 

• Music = Pentatonic melodies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next half term, we will be learning… 

Subject Learning 

English Main texts: The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate 
DiCamillo and The Boy Who Grew Dragons by Andy Shepherd 

Maths Fraction word problems & angles 

Science Finish Light and begin Plants 
RE Sacred Places of Worship 

Geography Circles of the Earth 
Art Art in Nature 

Computing Coding and programming 

Music JAzz 
Spanish Las Frutas (fruits) 

PE & Games Cricket 



 

 

 

What have we learned this half term? 

• English: We have been reading The Iron Man using this to support our writing 

• Maths: We have completed a lot of work on decimals and equivalent fractions 

• Geography: Field work using the data loggers 

• History: We continued our historical study of Ancient Greece 

• Science: We learnt about the different States of Matter 

• RE: Rituals and the pascal candle 

• DT: We enjoyed making and tasting our Greek dips 

• PE: Gymnastics saw us working on Springing and landing 

• Games: We have been learning to attack and defend in Rugby 

• Spanish: We have learnt about Las estaciones del ano (The seasons) 

• PSHE: We explore the unit ‘Healthy Me’ 

• Music: Our focus was Haikus linked to Hanami festivals 

 

Next half term, we will be learning… 

Subject Learning 
English Main texts: The House with Chicken Legs by Sophie 

Anderson and Wild Child by Dara McAnulty 
Maths Geometry: Shapes and their properties 

Science Electricity  
PSHE Relationships 

RE Devotion  
History  Ancient Egypt 

Art African cloths 

Computing Programming: Repetition in Shapes 
Music Samba instruments 

Spanish Los helados (ice cream) 
PE Rhythmic Gymnastics 

Games Cricket 

 



 

 

  

What we have been learning this half-term: 

English: We have been writing narratives and newspaper reports based on the grizzly    

poem ‘The Highwayman’ 

Reading: In guided reading, we have been reading ‘Wonder’ – we have really been  

enjoying this inspirational book! 

Maths: In Maths, we have been measuring angles and using four operations to 

calculate missing angles 

Science: As scientists we have learnt about animals including humans 

RE: Stories from Judaism, Christianity and Sikhism have helped us to learn about 

justice in our own lives 

DT: In DT we made soft toys using our sewing skills 

PSHE: In PSHE, we have been learning all about the changes that will happen as we 

grow up  

Computing: In computing, we have been learning how to use and sort flat file 

databases  

Spanish: We have been learning how to introduce ourselves and our families 
 

Next half term, we will be learning… 

Subject Learning 
English Main Texts: Wild Robot by Peter Brown 

and The Front Desk by Kelly Yang 

Maths Mass, Shape Position and Movement 

PSHE Healthy Me 

RE Sacred Places 

Geography Rivers 

Art Artist Focus: Keith Haring 

Computing Physical computing  

Music Looping and re-mixing 

Spanish En el café (In the café) 

PE Gymnastics – Twisting and Turning 
Games Cricket 
 



 

 

 

  

What we have been learning this half-term: 

• English: We have written diaries and newspapers based on King 

Kong, which we have all really enjoyed. We have also read Boy 87 in 

our Guided Reading  

• Maths: We have learned about Area, Volume and Geometry 

• Geography: Earthquakes and Volcanoes 

• Computing: Using spreadsheets to plan a party within a budget. 

• RE: Resurrection  

• Art: Pop Art  

• Music: Theme and Variations based around Pop Art 

• Spanish: La ropa (clothes) 

• PE: Gymnastics: Group symmetrical routines 

• Games: Rugby 

 

Next half term, we will be learning… 

Subject Learning 

Reading Main text: Locomotion by Jacqueline 
Woodson 

English The Arrival by Shaun Tan 
Maths Position and Movement, Statistics 

PSHE Relationships 
RE Death Ceremonies 
Science Light 
Computing Variables in Games (Scratch) 

Music Composing and Performing 
Games Cricket 

 



 

 

School Attendance News 

 

Attendance Statistics 

Whole School Attendance 
this week 

 

92.7% 

Whole School Attendance 
this year to date 

 

93.9% 

Number of children with over  
97% attendance this week 

 

199 

Number of children with over  
97% attendance this year 

 

107 

 

Class Attendance for this week:  

Weekly 
Attendance 

3G 3T 4P 4T 5I 5OH 6C 6O 6S 

Attendance 
Percentage 

88.2% 95.5% 94.6% 98.9% 89.3% 89.8% 87.3% 95.2% 93.5% 

Difference 
on last week 

-6.8% +3.7% +7.6% +7.7% -2.3% -4.8% -3.6% +3.3% +0.2% 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Easter Half Term Activities in Southampton 

 



 

 

Adverts 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Monday, 21st April  : Bank Holiday 

Tuesday, 22nd April  : Summer Term begins 

Wednesday, 23rd April  : Y6 SATS Parents Evening Event (6:30pm)  

Thursday, 24th April  : Y3 Hilliers Trip 

Monday, 28th April  : Y5 Mosque visit 

Monday, 5th May  : Bank Holiday 

Thursday, 8th May  : Y3 Stone Age – Iron Age Day  

Friday, 9th May   : Y4 History Parent Outcome Event (2:15pm) 

12th – 15th May   : SATs Week (Y6)    

Friday, 23rd May  : Y6 Careers Fair (pm) 

    : Break the Rules Day 

26th – 30th May   : Half Term 

TBC June    : Class Photos 

Friday, 6th June   : Discos Y3/4 (5:00pm) & Y5/6 (6:45pm) 

Friday, 13th June  : Y6 Paultons Trip 

Friday, 20th June  : INSET Day 

23rd – 27th June   : Assessment Week (Y3 –5) 

23rd – 27th June   : Y6 Enterprise Week 

Wednesday, 25th June  : 3G Pizza Express Trip 

Wednesday, 2nd July  : Transfer Day 

     Year 2 Parents Evening (5:30pm) 

Thursday, 3rd July  : Y3 & Y4 (9am – 11:30am) Sports Day 

Friday, 4th July   : Y5 & Y6 (9am – 11:30am) Sports Day 

     (Reserve Sports Day: Mon 7th July) 

Tuesday, 8th July  : Y4 Itchen Valley Teambuilding Day 

Wednesday, 9th July  : 3T Pizza Express Trip 

Friday, 18th July  : Year 6 Leavers Prom (6.30pm – 8:30pm)   

Monday, 21st July  : Y6 Leavers Celebration Event (6:00pm) 

Tuesday, 22nd July  : End of Term: (3.15pm) 
 

 

  

NB:  All dates are subject to change, but you will be notified in advance if this happens. 



 

 

Inset Dates for Next Year 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

 Thursday 4th September 2025 

Friday 10th October 2025 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 19th June 2026 

 

 

Contact Us 

 

Should you need to contact us: 

 

Townhill Junior School 

Benhams Road 

Townhill Park 

Southampton 

SO18 2NX 

Tel:  02380 473611 

Email:  info@townhilljuniorschool.co.uk 

 

Visit our website at: https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

Have a lovely Easter holiday break and we 
will see you back at school on: 

 

Tuesday 22nd April. 


