
 

 

Townhill Junior School 

  Weekly Update: 21st March 
 

Year 5 Emergency Aid 

 

In PSHE this week, Year 5 have been learning how to 

administer emergency aid. They got to practise how 

to place one another in the recovery position and 

what to do in an emergency situation. 

 

World Book Day Competitions 

The prizes for our World Book Day Book Token Design competition went to: 

Y3: Clara & Jaxon 

Y4: Sarah 

Y5: Mysha & Desandi 

Y6: Amayah & Jasmine 
 

Our Extreme Reading Competition still has one more week to go so please send your entries to Mrs 

Gregory. She will also be opening the Scholastic Book Fair at break and lunch on Monday as well as after 

school for the last day we have it in school. 

Year 5 DT Work 

 

Year 5 have been putting their sewing skills to good use by designing and 

making soft toys. They got to stuff their designs to give them a 3D 

appearance and then worked at developing their blanket stitchwork along 

the edges. The children were understandably proud of their work and have 

now taken them home to show their families. 

 
 

Gardening Club 
 

Our Gardening Club and Miss Oliver have been busy 

making the school environment look ready for 

spring. They have been tidying the flower beds in 

the Courtyard garden and planted new plants. Their 

planting from earlier in the term is also now 

starting to grow with a number of shoots forming 

along the main pathway beside the school. 



 

 

 Tag Rugby 

On Wednesday, Mr Innes took our Upper School Tag Rugby 

team to St Marks for the School Games rugby festival. They 

played a high standard of rugby in some very close games.  

The format meant there were lots of games and each team 

got to play 9 matches so were very tired by the time they 

got back to TJS! 

 

County Cross Country 

On Friday, our Upper School Cross Country squad competed in the City Championships at the Sports 

Centre. There were some excellent performances, following on from the Lower School team who 

finished 3rd in the girl’s event, while our boys were crowned City Champions.  

The individual results for Upper School were:   
  

Name Position   Name Position 

Connor 9   Amayah 9 

Callum 14   Esme 37 

Oliver 20   Nella 38 

Peterclever 37   Sienna 69 

Mannie 38   Lily 80 

Hector 70     
Theodore 72    

Jay-Sean 73    
 

 

Mother’s Day Gifts 

 

Our School Fundraising Committee have been busy collecting gifts for 

Mother’s Day. These will be on sale outside Miss Fogerty’s classroom at 

break and lunchtime from Wednesday. Prices are from £1 - £3 so please 

send your child in with cash to buy a little something special. 

 
 

 

Easter Raffle 

Look out for details of our Easter raffle going out at the end of 

this week. As well as the usual selection of chocolate based 

prizes, the star prize will be a brand new bike!  

 

 

 



 

 

Current Learning 

 
 

Subject  What the children will be learning Ideas to support with the learning at 
home 

Y3 English  Newspaper Reports Read a newspaper or a news story online 
and see what language features you can 
spot  

Maths  Fractions Tell an adult how to add and subtract 
fractions 

RE Easter Tell an adult what you remember about 
the Easter story 

Y4 English  Newspaper Reports  Read a newspaper report or listen to 
Newsround.   

Maths  Decimals Explain to an adult how you order 
decimals 

Spanish Las estaciones Tell an adult the names of the different 
seasons in Spanish  

Y5 English  Newspaper Reports Try writing newspaper headlines for an 
event in your life! 

Maths  Geometry: Measuring angles Explain to an adult how to measure an 
angle using a protractor 

PSHE Emergency Aid Tell an adult about Emergency Aid and 
demonstrate the recovery position 

Y6 English  Persuasive Speeches Try asking for something in different 
ways at home and see what your family 
think is the most persuasive! 

Maths  Geometry: Describing Position Look at work on co-ordinates and moving 
shape position on www.maths.co.uk  

Geography Earthquakes and Volcanos Revise what you have learnt in 
preparation for your double page spread  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Revision Packs 

As Year 6 build up to SATs there will be optional revision packs available for each 

week from class teachers. Please ask your class teacher each Friday and they are 

ready for you to take home. 

 

 

http://www.maths.co.uk/


 

 

       Subject Spotlight on Reading 

 

Subject Leader: Mrs Gregory 

Subject Summary: Reading 

 

This term we are reading:  

Year 3 The Ice Palace by Robert Swindells 
Year 4 Poems Aloud by Joseph Coelho 

Year 5 Wonder by R. J Palacio 

Year 6 Boy 87 by Ele Fountain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Developments in Reading: 

❖ We have joined the Reading Charter – a new initiative for Southampton schools. This 

has helped us to ensure all learners have access to a decodable book which can be taken 

home. We are also exploring access to online books for these pupils which they use in 

Rapid Phonics sessions. 

 

❖ The library is having an overhaul, re-arranging the location of books, new signage and 

the removal of old and ripped books, with the help of Mrs Hooper (one of our 

governors) and Mrs Gall (one of our reading volunteers). 

 

❖ Developing a display board to promote reading for pleasure through a range of activities 

and challenges. This half term it is ‘extreme reading’. In the future it will include reading 

around the world, book reviews and author spotlights. 

 

 



 

 

Achievements / New Learning in Reading: 

❖ World Book Day 2025 – awesome participation levels. Focused on one author across the 

whole school, with each year group taking a different book. We used Anthony Browne 

with Y3 using ‘The Tunnel’, Year 4 ‘What If?’, Year 5 ‘Voices in the Park’ and Year 6 

‘Gorilla’. The conversations the texts generated and the work produced was really 

positive.  

 

❖ There are a range of new texts being used across the school in English and Guided 

Reading sessions. Reading Champions will be involved in selecting books from Scholastic 

with the money we raise from the Book Fair. 

 

❖ More teachers are including online author visits to encourage Reading for pleasure. 

Both Year 4 & 5 have held, or are shortly holding parent reading events, whilst Year 4 

also visited our local library. Children in 3T visited October Books to spend the WBD 

vouchers and we hope to establish a relationship with this independent book shop 

moving forwards.  

 

Thought of the week: 

“A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies . . . The man who never reads 
lives only one.” – George R.R. Martin 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

The last day of the Scholastic Book Fair is on Monday. It will be open at break, lunch and after school in: 

The Year 3 Spare Classroom. 

 



 

 

Star of the Week             Times Tables Rocks Leaderboard 

 

 

Boom Reader        Spelling Shed 

                                
 

 

 

 

Class  Name 

3G  Daniel  
3T Jaxon  
4T Tymon  
4P  Hannah  
5I  Alyssia  

5OH  Ben  
6S Cody  
6C Arys  
6O Amelia  

PE Harley (3T)  
Music Alfie (4T)  

 

 
  

Rank First Name Class 
Improvement in 

Speed 

1 Herkus 4P -1.95 

2 Jaxon 3T -1.19 

3 Harnoor 6C -0.99 

4 Lina 5I -0.93 

5 Alfie 4T -0.38 

6 Timothy 6C -0.33 

7 Gloria 6S -0.21 

8 Amayah 6S -0.19 

9 Ayda 4T -0.19 

10 Aleasia 5OH -0.18 

Rank Pupil Class Score Total Score 

1 Desandu  5I 9,041,115 9,041,115 

2 Tawfiq 5I 7,982,126 41,962,237 

3 Desandi  5OH 3,802,614 5,764,048 

4 Charis  4P 3,399,508 116,815,978 

5 Kaci-Jai  4T 3,116,292 28,181,146 

6 Peterclever  5I 2,769,846 13,120,791 

7 Janelle  3G 2,640,985 85,312,107 

8 Isa  5I 2,490,424 35,710,920 

9 Oscar C 3T 2,341,562 7,515,938 

10 Leo B 6S 2,196,280 52,358,150 

Class Most Reads 

3G Ruby 

3T Oscar 

4P Herkus 

4T Connor 

5I Desandu 

5OH Desandi 

6C X 

6O Max B 

6S Eli 

Weekly Class 
Winner 

3G 



 

 

School Attendance News 

 

Attendance Statistics 

Whole School Attendance 
this week 

 

93.9% 

Whole School Attendance 
this year to date 

 

94.0% 

Number of children with over  
97% attendance this week 

 

206 

Number of children with over  
97% attendance this year 

 

117 

 

Class Attendance for this week: 27th – 31st January 

Weekly 
Attendance 

3G 3T 4P 4T 5I 5OH 6C 6O 6S 

Attendance 
Percentage 

96.4% 91.0% 95.8% 98.5% 89.7% 94.4% 95.2% 93.1% 96.4% 

Difference 
on last week 

+1.2% -9.0% -1.4% +1.2% -3.8% -1.3% +0.9% -4.1% +1.4% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

 

We currently have a parent governor vacancy and we would 

love to hear from you if you would be interested in supporting 

the school in a governor capacity. Please look out for a letter 

from our Chair of Governors outlining what the role of a 

school governor involves. If you would like to express your 

interest please email: info@townhilljuniorschool.co.uk .  

 

mailto:info@townhilljuniorschool.co.uk


 

 

Don’t miss your chance to sign up. This event is on Monday at TJS: 



 

 

 



 

 

Find the full guide in the parent section on our website:  

Healthy Lunchbox Guide | Townhill Junior School 

 

https://townhilljuniorschool.secure-primarysite.net/healthy-lunchbox-guide/


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in teaching and want to find out more about our Post Graduate teacher training 

programmes, then please join us at our next virtual post graduate open event which is being held on the 

26th of March.  You can register by contacting studyhere@chi.ac.uk.   

 

You can also email Debs Wilkinson (d.wilkinson@chi.ac.uk) to talk about the primary courses and Jeremy 

Smith (j.smith@chi.ac.uk) to discuss the secondary routes. 

mailto:studyhere@chi.ac.uk


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Dolce School Meals 

A reminder that there will be an incoming price increase for school meals. From 31st 

March the price for a meal will increase from £2.35 to £2.59.  

 

Parents Evening 

Don’t forget to sign up for your Parents Evening appointment through 

Arbor. See the dates below for when they are taking place for each 

class.  

 

Big Difference Pantry Visit 

Following a successful recent visit, you to can now jump on board the school 
minibus and join Mrs Austin on a visit to the Big Difference food pantry, 'a social 
supermarket in Northam providing accessible and healthy food and drinks at 
reduced prices.' This is a great way to stock up on essentials and socialise with 
other TJS parents! Coffee and cake available back at school. 
 
Upcoming trips - Thursday 1st April at 10.10am-11.30am Tickets are £1 per person. 
Please contact Mrs Austin or the office to reserve a seat! 

 

Dates for the Diary 

 

24th March: Scholastic Book Fair (in Y3 Spare Classroom) 

         Helping You Child Manage Their Worries Workshop at TJS 

Friday, 28th March: Parents Evening for 4P, 4T, 5I and 6S 

Monday, 31st March: Parents Evening (3:30pm – 5:00pm) (Not Y4) 

Tuesday, 1st April: Parents Evening (3:30pm – 7:00pm)  

Thursday, 3rd April: Y5 Parent Reading Event (2:30pm) 

Friday, 4th April: Break the Rules Day  

   End of Term: (3.15pm) 

 

 

 

Wishing you all an enjoyable and relaxing weekend, 

Mr H  

Headteacher 


