Townhill Junior School Newsletter — February 2025
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Welcome

Dear parents and carers,

Although the weather may not feel like it, we are well into Spring already
and half way through the school year! The children and staff continue to
make us so proud and they are credit to their families and teachers. They have achieved so much in the
last six weeks and have embraced all the learning opportunities on offer.

Year 3 have travelled to Ancient Rome and used their sewing skills to create Roman games in DT. Year 4
have journeyed to Ancient Greece, where they have created clay pots, learnt a different alphabet and
written their own versions of different myths. Year 5 have been exploring the rainforest and have
produced some excellent art work in the style of David Hockney. They have also written narratives
inspired by Harry Potter. In Year 6, they have been exploring the human body with some wonderful
resources from the Learning Lab. They have also produced some excellent narrative writing around spy
fiction based on the book Rosie Raja — Churchill’s Spy and continue working hard towards their
forthcoming SATSs.

The children have had lots of opportunities to thrive and extend their learning with various trips and
resources delivered to school. It has also been wonderful to see the Y4 children being able to go on trips
to the Hindu temple and Southampton Art Gallery.

| cannot wait to see what the next half term brings and | already know that the children and staff will
continue to blow us away with their wonderful work ethic in everything they do.

Happy half term!

Mr Humphries




Wonderwall

Our Wonderwall Winners announced in assembly on Friday were:

3G: Aoife 3T: Penny

4P: Leah 4T: Ayda

51: Peterclever 50H: Sienna

6C: Evie-Grace 60: Thea

6S: Mia PE: Oliver S (50H)

House Points

Throughout the half term, the children have enjoyed competing as a house and collecting house points
by demonstrating the school's learning values and following the three school rules. Additionally, children
can also gain house points for participating in TT Rockstars, Spelling Shed and Boom Read.

This half term there was also the latest round of the House Sports Cup in netball and points were
allocated based on team success, as follows:

Netball
Results

Team Total

Points Gained

After a very closely fought contest, congratulations to the winning house for Spring 1... Emerald! On the
first Friday back, they will get the opportunity to be “first’ for everything including school dinners and
breaktimes. They will also have a longer break and lunch time than the other children.

Spring 1 Standings:
Our Houses

House Spring 1 Netball Total Points e Sannkire
Points Points PP

Sapphire 1 3 @ Emerald
Emerald 5 1

Ruby 1 3 ' Ruby




Sports News

We have had a busy half term, despite the cold and rain! The children have been working hard on their
netball skills, looking at passing, shooting and some small matches too. They have done brilliantly
despite the weather.

There has also been some fantastic dance in years 3 to 5. Year 3 created a Roman dance to link with
their topic. Year 4 performed a Greek dance based on the Odyssey and Year 5 designed an eye-catching
tribal dance. Meanwhile year 6 have been looking at flight in gymnastics using the apparatus to perform
different jumps and sequences incorporating flight.

We have been fortunate to take the children out for
some events this half term in badminton and multi
skills. We have taken badminton teams to St Mark’s
School each Wednesday to take part in the City league
competition with some fantastic performances to
show how much they have improved.

Some of our year 3 children went to a multi skills
festival at Bitterne Park with lots of different events
run by Bitterne Park sports leaders, including archery, curling and tennis.

Sports Values Awards — Spring 1
Best Dressed — 4T

Passion
Darcey 3G
Seth 4T
Mannie 5I
Annabella 60

Determination
Oliver T 3G
lliana 4P
Sienna 50H
Callum 6S

Honesty
Clara 3G
Alfie 4T
Oliver 50H
Pheebe 6C

Teamwork
Seb 3T
Fleur 4P
Isa 5l

Cody 6S

Self belief
Oakley 3T
Rio 4P
Ellis 51
Daniel 6C

Respect
Olivia 3G
Kyra 4T
Aria 50H
Sydney 60




Boom Reader Leaderboard Spelling Shed Leaderboard

Class Most Reads Rank | Pupil Class Score Total Score
3G Aoife 1 | TawfigR 51 | 11,059,898 | 33,700,542
3T Penny Mysha M 51 | 9,049,517 | 25,812,197
4P Charis Rhema A 3T | 7,996,220 | 27,413,855
adl X Louis H 3G | 7,699,868 | 18,117,198
°! X Alexandra P 51 5,784,000 | 229,213,531

Matilda

C X Penny B 3T | 2,848,676 | 9,106,360

0 Vax Charlie S 3G | 2,404,356 | 31,481,177

6s i Idah M 2,152,268 | 80,477,895
Weekly Class Raena S 3G | 2,068,200 | 56,958,928
Janelle O 3G | 1,946,922 | 78,238,779
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TT Rocks Leaderboard

Rank | First Name Class Correct Answers
1 Kaci-Jai 47 24780
Jaivon a7 16391
Idah 9652
Glynnis 47 2395
Tawfiq 51 2169
Connor a7 2029
Jesaiah a7 1946
Sukhleen 1944
Alexandra 51 1792
Lena 47 1467
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TT Rocks Year Group Challenge Leaderboard

9th February - 13 February 2025

Tvuum Yusm Year3 LD Years |

Congratulations to Year 4 for winning the Year Group Competition for the 3™ week in a row.




Home Learning
A reminder of the expectations....

Boom Reader — this is an on-line reading log, and does not have online books for
your child to read. Once on the site all you need to do is log when your child
reads. There is even the option to for children to log for themselves. This allows
us to keep a record of the texts and genres each child reads. We would expect a
minimum of 4 logs a week, this can be just parents, just children or a mix. It would
be great if it was more — they may just be our weekly star reader!

TT Rockstars — On TT Rockstars there are a number of options to practise your
times tables. Sound check is beneficial for practising against the clock in
preparation for the Year 4 times table check. Or to get up the school leader board,
choose Studio!

Spelling Shed — Once logged on your child should head to assignments where
games have been allocated that match the current pattern / rule being learnt in
school. We would expect the children to spend ten minutes, 4 x a week playing
these games.

Any problems please speak to your child’s class teacher.

Parent Governor Vacancy

We currently have a parent governor vacancy

and we would love to hear from you if you (& &; rk (&; @9

would be interested in supporting the school in a Parent Governor Vacancies

. : APPLY NOW!
governor capacity. Meetings are on Monday (N PP PP BN
evenings through the year, with two meetings
per half term. If you would like to express your interest please email:

info@townhilljuniorschool.co.uk .



mailto:info@townhilljuniorschool.co.uk

Year 3 Updates

What we have been learning this term:

Maths: Measures: length, mass and volume.

English: We used Talk for Writing to create persuasive adverts, and discussion texts
based on elements of our work in history.

History: The Romans in Britain: chronology, invasions, childhood, homes, roads and
the impact the Romans have had on our lives today.

Science: Animals including skeletons: the purpose of a skeleton, joints, muscles and
nutrition.

Spanish: Animals.

DT: Sewing a Roman game ‘Terni Lapilli’.

Computing: Desktop Publishing

PE & Games: Roman invasion themed dance and Netball.

RE: Good vs Evil and the Hindu celebration of Holi.

PSHE: Dreams and goals

Music: Singing — Viking songs

Next half term, we will be learning...

Subject Learning
Reading Main text: Krindlekrax

Writing Character descriptions, playscripts and narrative writing
Maths Fractions

Science Finish Animals Inc. Humans and move on to Light
PSHE Healthy Me

RE Suffering — linked to Holy Week

History Romans In Britain

Geography The UK

Art Clay heads

Computing Branching Databases

Music Pentatonic melodies

Spanish Los Animales

PE & Games Gymnastics and Hockey




Year 4 Updates

What we have learned this half term:

e English: We have narratives based on ancient Greek myths and read Who Let The
God’s Out.

Maths: Exploring fractions and statistics.

History: We have gone back in time to learn about the Ancient Greeks.

Art: We visited the Art Gallery to make some wonderful Greek clay pot

Science: Learning all about soundwaves and how they travel
RE: Myth and the opportunity to visit a Hindu temple :

Computing: Photo editing

PE & Games: Springing and landing in gymnastics and netball
Music: Pitch, tempo and dynamics

Next half term, we will be learning...

Subiject

Learning

Reading

Main text: Poems Aloud

Writing

Character profile, News report and instructions

Maths

Time and decimals

Science

States of matter

PSHE

Healthy me

RE

Rituals

Geography

Field work

DT

Making Greek dips

Computing

Data logging

Music

Haikus: Hanami festivals

Spanish

Continuing seasons




Year 5 Updates

What we have been learning this half-term:

English: Narrative writing based on Harry Potter

Reading: The Present and The Amazon River

Maths: In Maths, we have been learning about fractions

Science: Animals, their habitats and plants

Geography: South America and the Amazon Rainforest with an exciting trip to the
Living Rainforest

RE: Stewardship and looking after our world

Art: Landscape drawing and painting in the style of David Hockney
PSHE: Dreams and goals

Computing: Filming and editing our own videos

Spanish: We have been learning how to talk about ourselves

Next half term, we will be learning...

Subject

Learning

English

The Highwayman

Maths

Percentages and Decimals

Science

Animals including humans

PSHE

Changing Me

RE

Justice

Geography

Rivers

DT/Art

Landscapes

Computing

Databases

Spanish

Mi Presento

Music

Compositions to represent the festival of Holi

PE & Games

Gymnastics: Changes of Level & Hockey




Year 6 Updates

What we have been learning this half-term:

English: Narrative writing based on spy fiction linked to our book Rosie Raja —
Churchill’'s Spy

Maths: Percentages, ratio and algebra

Geography: Earthquakes and volcanoes

Computing: Creating websites about things we are interested in
RE: Rituals

DT: Food of West Asia

Science: Exploring the circulatory system

PSHE: Dreams and goals

Music: Film music scores

PE & Games: Flight in Gymnastics and Netball in Games

Next half term, we will be learning...

Subject

Learning

Reading

Main texts: King Kong and Boy 87

Writing

Locomotion — Newspaper, Narrative

Maths

Measures, Geometry and Stats

Geography

Earthquakes and Volcanoes

PSHE

Healthy Me

RE

Resurrection

DT/Art

Pop Art

Computing

Spreadsheets - Excel

PE & Games

Gymnastics: Symmetrical Routines & Hockey

Music

Theme & variations: Pop Art




School Attendance News

Attendance Statistics

Whole School Attendance
this week

93.2%

Whole School Attendance
this year to date

94.0%

Number of children with over
97% attendance this week

210

Number of children with over
97% attendance this year

117
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Class Attendance for this week: 27t" — 31% January

Weekly
Attendance

3G 3T

4pP ) 51

Attendance
Percentage

Every School Day Counts

0 Days off school

Equates to 2 days off
school each year

Equates to 5 days off
school each year

Equates to 10 days off
school each year

Equates to 20 days off
school each year

Equates to 30 days off
school each year

5 days absence over
the whole year

97% - 100%

Good chance of
success and progress

100%

20 days absence over
the whole year

Less chance of success
and harder to make

Perfection

99%
977
95%
90%

Excellent
Good
Slight Concern

Concerned

85%

Very Concerned

20+ days absence over
the whole year

Under 90%

Deterimental to
success and progress

90%

progress




Internet Safety Day

This week incorporated Internet Safety Day with assemblies and activities to help

the children focus about being safe online.

stay safe ana have fun
on the INtErnet

) Set your profile to
Be careful wn-_: ',w ‘private’ so your
ca is kept secret.
there'sa -hanre Zh"ﬁ g g
they may not be w ho
they say they ar

Tell your parents
if you are upset by
language, pictures
or anything scary if someone is nasty,
on the intemet. offensive or makes you
unconfortabie in a chat
room, don’t respond and
leave straight away.

Dont accept any
offers that seem too

good to be true—they r
probably are '

Ask your parents
before you give anyone
on the internet your
name, address or any
personal details.

Y
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-

Don’t open messages
from people that you
don’t know. Thess
could be nasty, contain
viruses or be trying to
sell you something.

Think before you post
information online—once
posted it's difficult to
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February Half Term Activities in Southampton
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February Half Term Activities in Southampton

Activities nenning at 5ea City Museum, Tudor House and Garden, Southampton City At
Callery venuwes over February half term. Click on the Bnks 1o book your child's place.

Monday 17th Febnoary -
Fridiay 215t February

gam - 4pm

Se0 Sty

Monday 17th Febnuarny -
Tuesday 15th February

10am - 3pm

Eepnrgry A Sohood Lage 11-18 vegrs)
southampion Art Gallery

Monday 17th February

Wanous

Hands on History: Shiver Me Timbers

Tuesday 15th February

Varnous

wednesday 19ih February

Varnous

J
-+
Southamphon Art CGalleny

Thursaay 20th February

Varnous

Art for all: Bluey imspired watercolour! [4+

Thursaay 20th February

11am -
12.30pm

Tudor Houwse:

Fridiay 215t February

Wanous

Art for AL Pokemon Inspired Cord prnfing

saturday 22nd February

10am - 11am

. , el
Southampion A Gallery

February Half Term - Library Events

Monday 17th February

10.30am -
12.30pm

Enome Time - Bitteme Libnary
suitable for ages 3+

Monday 17th February

10.30am -
12pm

Butterfy Crafts - Shifey Librany
Switable for all ages

Tuesday 15th Febnuary

10.30am -
12.30pm

Jane Austen 250 Poper Dolls L Bonnets -
Cenfral Library. Switable for ages 5+

wednesday 19ih February

10.20am -
12.20pm

Snome Time - Woolston Library
suitable for oges 3+

wednesday 19th February

10.20am -
12.20pm

Jane Austen 250 Poper Dolls L Bonnets -
Central Library. Switable for ages 5+

Thursday 20th February

2 30pm -
3.30pm

25 years of Monkey Puzde fun! -
Lordshill Library - suitoe for all ages




Adverts

0
0 FIND OUT WHAT'S
o™ ON THIS HALF TERM

THE ULTIMATE WHAT'S ON GUIDE FOR FAMILIES TD FIND
THINGS TO DO IN THE LOCAL AREA

FIND HALF TERM FUN

Half-term fun made easy! The Southampton
Rocks website is packed with family-friendly
activities, from exciting parks and scenic walks
to our holiday club guide. And to make things
even simpler, we've added a handy button to
help you find it all in a flash!

@ HALFTERMFUN
PARKS AND WALKS

HOLIDAY CLUBS

OUR FAYOURITE HALF -
TERM ACTIVITIES o

Butterfly Crafts - at Shirley Library

»
Half Term of Dreams - at |kea, Southampton q ||\
¥
[ W
¥

Winter Nature Spotter Trail - at The Vyne /

National Trust

Join hundreds of local parents following 1= on Social Media, hest
saarch Southampton Rocks and s our pagsl

TRAGO LOUNGE

Half Term Breakfast Club.

We are delighted to announce the return of our Kids' Breakfast Club for this February
half term to help families and make sure no child goes hungry during the school
holidays.

We will be opening our doors early at 8am from Monday 17th to Friday 21st February so
little ones can get a free breakfast including cereals, fruit, toast, yogurt and juice and a
small packed lunch to take away.

If you know any parents who could use a helping hand over half term, please share this
post so we can support members of our local community. Breakfasts and packed
lunches will be laid out from 8-10am, so we encourage everyone to take what they need
and donate what they can so that we can continue to support families in need.




Next week at He:MindSess

24th-28th February 2025

"/““ : ' -
" Eating Disorders @ ﬁDﬂD Millbrook £<* guemp
Adv

Advice Clinic ice Clinic Support
C Group &

Thursday 27th February 1pm
Tuesday 25th February 10.30am y rylip Friday 28th February 10am
Book 2 10 mirwte, private, virtual appoeintment by
Zoom to speak with a specialist climiclan from the Book a 10 "f‘;"“t"- private, “"'f“' A chance 10 talk 1o other parentsicarers
CAMMNS Eating Disorder tanm for advice about: Zoom appointment to speak with with neurodiverse ciNiddran and/or mental
a member of the ADHD team at nealth issues. Get advice & Support from
eating disordars / disardernd cating CAMHS about any issues you are our team - it doesn't matter where you bye,
sating patterms / increassd actrvity taci d thi g 0L CaN attend Ary Broup
ARFID / ralstionship with food &cing around this topic y < ¥
You can also acces the oot & sensory Ubray
O Ay other aspects of concern around eating Email on request
RN info@reminds.org.uk T
Email info@reminds.org.uk o bock

to book

: Eol TaX %o
2 ooy O MHS

To book a space at one of the clinics, please email
info@reminds.org.uk.
You do not need to book to attend the support group. Just turn up!

with thanks to {égg&mmrv Solent

NMS Trust




NON CONTACT KARATE
TAUGHT BY FULLY
QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS

EVERYONE WEI.COME
FROM 4 YEARS OLD

ﬁ' g WE TEACH TRADITIONAL KARATE
ENCOURAGING CONFIDENCE, RESPECT,
DISCIPLINE, SELF AWARENESS AND AGILITY IN
A FUN & CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT. ALL
£ CLASSES ARE FRIENDLY, INFORMATIVE &
\ CATER TO THE INDIVIDUAL NEEDS OF THE

STUDENT.

TOWNHILL JUNIORS SCHOOL
TUESDAYS 5.00PM - 6.00PM

£6.00 PER CLASS - PAY AS YOU 60
MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED AFTER FIRST CLASS £25 PER YEAR

MANY MORE CLASSES TO CHOOSE FROM, FIND THEM ALL AT: WWW.SOUTHERNKARATE.ORG

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR PLACE
EMAIL: info@southernkarate.org

D
Tel: 07764 478507 CHECKED




University of
@Southampton

DISCOVER
THE AMAZING

SCIENCE AND
ENGINEERING DAY
Saturday 15th March 2025

Highfield Campusand
Boldrewood Innovation Campus,
Southampton

Book your FREE tickets
www.sotsef.co.uk

Kl X (0) #SOTSEF




SATURDAY

MAR 22




Dates for the Diary

17t - 21% February: Half Term
Monday, 24" February: INSET Day
25t — 28 February: Y6 Mock SATs Week
Thursday, 6" March: World Book Day & Dress Up Day
10* — 14" March: Assessment Week
Friday, 28" March: Y4 Parents Evening
Monday, 31° March: Parents Evening (3:30pm — 5:00pm) (Not Y4)
Tuesday, 1% April: Parents Evening (3:30pm — 7:00pm)
Thursday, 3™ April: Y5 Parent Reading Event (2:30pm)
Friday, 4™ April: Break the Rules Day

End of Term: (3.15pm)

Contact Us

Should you need to contact us:

Townhill Junior School
Benhams Road
Townhill Park
Southampton

S018 2NX

Tel: 02380473611

Email: info@townhilljuniorschool.co.uk

Visit our website at: https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/



https://www.townhilljuniorschool.co.uk/

